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SMART TECHNCOLOGY CENTRE TO Pl ONEER STRATEQ C ALLI ANCE

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sept 8 (Bernama) -- The UKM MIDC snart technol ogy centre,
which Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad will open tonmorrow, is
set to intensify university-to-industry technology transfer especially in
bi ot echnol ogy.

It woul d serve the devel opnent and manufacturing sectors fromthe
research stage right to product design and nmarketing, said Universiti
Kebangsaan Mal aysi a consul tancy and i nnovati on bureau director Prof Madya
Dr Marzuki Must af a.

Besi des bi ot echnol ogy, the centre could al so undertake research in
engi neering, telenedicine and nultinedia, he said in a special edition of
Senada, the university's newsletter.

The centre, located on a 2.4 ha site within the UKM canpus conplex, is
a joint venture between the university and the Ml aysi an Technol ogy
Devel opnent Corporation ( MIDC)

It al so has a universal database for retrieval of information on
consul tancy, services and equi pnent the centre provides to clients.

The centre would | ater have a bi ot echnol ogy acadeny to help realise a
national aspiration to see the biotechnol ogy sector contributing
significantly under the Second I ndustrial Master Plan (I MP2) for the
1995- 2005 period, he said.

In conjunction with the centre's official opening tonorrow, the prine
mnister will witness the signing of eight nmenoranduns of understanding
bet ween UKM and conpani es on resear ch undert aki ngs.

They i nclude the MoUs bet ween UKM and;

* Digital Technol ogi es Sdn Bhd for the nultinedi a-smart school
pr oj ect s;

* Laxana Corporation (M Sdn Bhd for the Cilibangi project;

* Interactive Channels Sdn for Internet-based research and thesis
dat abank application; and

* Harta Semarak Sdn Bhd for the extension and commercialisation of new
technol ogies in treatnent of potable water and effluent waste.
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