26 OCT 1999
Teacher - Transfer
SMK JABI MATHS TEACHER ON TEMPORARY TRANSFER

ALOR SETAR, COct 26 (Bernama) -- The Kedah Educati on Departnent today
issued a directive to a mathemati cs teacher of Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan
Jabi, Pokok Sena to be transferred to another school as an initial neasure,
before further action is taken by the Education Mnistry.

Its Director, Hassan Hashimsaid the teacher was directed to be
transferred to Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Kubang Rot an, Kual a Kedah near
here effective Nov 1.

"Meanwhil e, the teacher is still on | eave since Sunday follow ng the
controversy over his case," he told reporters at his office here.

The teacher, as exposed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad recently, was found to have used the nanes of several national
| eaders which were adapted to refer to the |l eaders in a mathematics
exam nati on paper

Anpong t he nanes used in the exam nati on papers were "Det", "Daint
"Mrzan", "Zani", "Umhalf", "Rafida", "Patail", "Eric", "Chia" and
Ti ngpeki ng". The question al so nentioned "nmahligai" and "khadanm' referring
tothe Prinme Mnister's official residence in Putrajaya which was descri bed
by the opposition as "Mahligai PM.

The teacher concerned had been allowed to take | eave at the nonent as
he no longer felt confortable to teach at the school follow ng the
criticisns fromvarious quarters including parents and the pupils
t hensel ves, Hassan sai d.

At the sane tine, he said, the departnment had al so subnmitted a report
to the mnistry for purposes of taking disciplinary action agai nst the
t eacher concerned.

"We have to prepare a conplete report and charge and the process nay
take a long tinme just |ike court proceedings,"” he said.

He said the teacher had cormitted an offence by asimlating politica
el enments in his teaching nmethods al though he had been a dedi cated and
diligent teacher in the past.

Yest erday, Deputy Education M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn confirmed
in Mel aka that the teacher had been transferred but declined to nane the
school where he was being transferred to.
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