09 AUG 1999
School
SMK METHODI ST FORMER STUDENTS CONTRI BUTE RML M LLI ON FOR SCHOOL BLOCK

By: Mohd Nasir Yusoff

BANTI NG Aug 9 (Bernama) -- The sense of belonging and |l ove for their
al ma mater has |ed former students of Sekol ah Menengah Met hodi st here to
pool their resources to build an extra block for the school.

After years of patiently collecting contributions fromthe public, from
as low as 50 sen to the high of RwbO0, 000, Kuala Langat's first secondary
and English nediumschool is ready to unveill its "mjestic" new
four-storey bl ock on Saturday.

The new bl ock, conprising 12 cl assroons, two | aboratories, surau,
teachers' roomand hall will be opened by Education M nister Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak, an event expected to be attended by thousands of the
school's forner students.

Accordi ng to SMK Met hodi st principal Alice George, the efforts to rol
inthe funds to build the school block started 11 years ago.

"It was done bit by bit with the help of parents, forner students and
menbers of the public and not to nention the school's old boys who have
becone succesful in their career," she said at the news conference on the
openi ng of the school block today.

Alice said the special thing about the whol e epi sode was that SMK
Met hodi st was a non governnment assi sted school .

Furt hernore the school nmanagenent had managed to bag sone RM600, 000
fromvarious activities held during the 11-year-period, said Alice.

Alice said the rest was topped up by a school old boy who is now a
successful real estate entrepreneur

"I do not know how he did it but he is the one who topped up the costs
and handl ed the construction, right fromthe piling work last May until it
is ready to be opened on Saturday," she said.

Al'i ce deenmed the whol e epi sode as "magi cal " describing the whole
hearted efforts not only by the generous old boy but thousands of others
who join hands in organising charity drives |ike jogathons and treasure
hunt s.

Alice declined to nane the corporate figure but said the school hal
whi ch can accommopdat e 500 peopl e woul d be nanmed "Dewan Mistapha Kanal "
after Enkay G oup executive chairman Tan Sri Mistapha Kanal Abu Bakar.

"Tan Sri asked for his name not to be highlighted as he want it to be
seen as the efforts of the conmunity and forner students apart fromthe
love and faith in their alma mater which turned hope into reality," she
sai d.

SMK Met hodist, built in the year of independence was a wooden structure
with six classroons. Now it has three concrete bl ocks with 42 classroons,
accommodati ng 1, 800 students.

One of the two-storey bl ocks was opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad who is the then Education Mnister in 1976.

Must apha, a forner student of the Methodist primary school, | ocated
next to the SMK Met hodi st studi ed at SMK Met hodi st right fromform one
until formfive as his father was the district agriculture officer and had
resided in the governnent quarters there.

Former SMK Met hodi st principal, |I. Selladurai, 56, who is also a schoo
old boy is the person who nooted the idea of building the school block in
1986 and went ahead to carve out his dreamafter being given the backing by
Must apha.

"The construction becane the project of the |ocal community as al npst



90 per cent of Kuala Langat residents are former students of the
school ... hence they were not reluctant to chip in with donations,” he said.
Among SMK Met hodi st's ol d boys are Finance Mnistry Parlianentary
Secretary Datuk Dr Shafie Mohd Sall eh, Teluk Datok assenbl yman Ei Ki m Hock
and national shooter Abdul Mitalib Abdul Razak.
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