15/ 01/ 1999
Dr M I'Il hand over duties in snooth transition

Ashraf Abdul I ah

KOTA BARU, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today he woul d
hand over his duties as Prine Mnister to his deputy in a snmooth
transition of power when he is ready to retire.

Dr Mahathir said upon his retirenment and barring unforeseen
circumstances, his deputy (Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi ) woul d succeed
himas Prine Mnister.

"Yes, there will be a snooth transition of power. | can assure you.

"Barring unforeseen circunstances, | will hand over ny duties to ny
deputy before retiring," he said after a cl osed-door neeting with Bari san
Nasi onal State Assenbl ynen at Rumah Sri Kel ant an.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president and Kel antan Umo |iaison comrittee
chief, had earlier net State Umo | eaders to discuss preparations for the
general election which is due by June next year.

"W (in the BN) believe that we can win the election and formthe
Gover nnent , " he sai d.

Asked whether he was preparing to relinquish his power by handi ng over
sonme of his duties to others, Dr Mahathir said:

"l don't have power. | just want sone nore tine for the party. To be
frank with you, | was expecting Datuk Seri Anwar (lbrahin) to take over as
Prime Mnister.

"So | gave himthe opportunity to go around the country and neet the
rakyat. | stayed back and did not want to go for State visits. | thought |
was on the way out," he said.

But Dr Mahathir said followi ng recent devel opnents he felt that he had
to have contact with the peopl e again.

"To do that, | need nore time. If | amstuck with the Finance Mnistry
and Hone Mnistry, | will not have tine," he said.

Asked whether this was a confirmation that Abdullah would take over as
Prime Mnister, Dr Mahathir said: "Sonetines we confirm but events
prevent us fromcarrying it out. It is not ny fault."

Dr Mahathir said when Datuk Miusa Hitam (now Tan Sri) was his deputy, he
had t hought that he woul d succeed hi mbut he chose to resign.

Simlarly, he said, Ghafar Baba (now Tun) could not succeed hi m because
he was def eated by Anwar.

"And now Anwar has a problem This is beyond ne. Man proposes, God
di sposes,” Dr Mahathir said.

He added that as far as he could foresee, his deputy woul d succeed him

"W never know what will happen. But | have a duty to ensure that the
country's stability is returned and that the economny continues to grow.
Then | will retire. | amnot going to be here forever. | amalready 74,"
he sai d.

( END)
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