16 AUG 1999
Docunent s
SOME TREASURY FI LES MAY | NDEED BE M SSI NG SAYS MUSTAPA

KUALA LUVPUR, Aug 16 (Bernama) -- Second Finance M nister Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned sai d he does not discount that some confidential Treasury docunents
are i ndeed m ssing.

However, he said, it was up to the police and Chief Secretary to the
Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli to determ ne that.

"The probe has yet to begin but I'msure the KSN (Abdul Halim wll
gi ve the order soon," he told reporters here today.

He was approached about Finance M nistry docunments bei ng anobng
governnent confidential files stashed abroad by jailed forner deputy prine
m ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Anwar's former political secretary Mohamad Ezam Mohaned Nor di scl osed
at a political rally in Perak | ast week that Anwar had kept confidenti al
gover nment docunents over seas.

Mohamad Ezamis presently youth wing chief of Keadilan (nationa
justice party) led by Anwar's wife Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan | smmi |

Must apa sai d governnment officers found to be involved in renpving the
confidential docunments abroad are |iable for prosecution under the O ficial
Secrets Act.

Mohamad Ezam had said that Anwar and his supporters had stashed five to
si x boxes of governnent docunents abroad and woul d expose t hem one by one
to the people.

Anwar was expelled as deputy prine ninister and finance ninister on
Sept 2 last year and from Unmo the next day.

In | POH, Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib said exposing the
docunents to the public, as according to Keadilan's expressed intention,
was not the proper way to check all eged donestic mal pratices.

Speaking to reporters Rami said resorting to such tactic, on the
pretext of seeking justice, would do nmore harmto national security.

Ram i said by doing so Keadilan woul d only encourage gover nment
servants to snuggl e out confidential official docunents for selfish and
commer ci al notives.

"Consequently national security is conprom sed and efficiency of the
civil service undernm ned," he said.

To deter future stashing of official files abroad, Rami called for
stern action agai nst those responsi bl e once investigations confirnmed their
conplicity.

In ALOR SETAR, PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor proposed that a specia
i nqui ry panel conprising senior police officers be set up to investigate
Mohanmed Ezam s di scl osure.

Fadzi|l said the proposed panel shoul d i nvesti gate whether the docunents
could inplicate government | eaders in possible mal practi ces.

"The government nust be transparent and |let the people know," he told
reporters after attending a State Legislative Assenbly sitting today.

Fadzi| added that it would suffice to have such a panel as a police
report relating to Mohamed Ezaml s di scl osure had al ready been | odged.

Meanwhil e, Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's Departnent Datuk Taj ol
Rosli Ghazali said here that Ezamwas believed to be trying to divert the
attention of the people fromAnwar's noral issue to that of the six boxes
of government docunents stashed overseas.

He said that Ezamwas al so believed to be trying to cause a rift
bet ween politicians and government officers by alleging that sone



governnent officers were supplying the docunents.
"The real issue of the sacking of Anwar is not that he has kept
docurents, not that he is not efficient in his work but that of his

moral s,” he told reporters after |aunching a National Day | ogo exhibition
at The Mall.
Tajol Rosli, who is a nenber of the Umo suprenme council, said that

before the governnment conducts an investigation on the officers allegedly
i nvol ved, the governnent shoul d ensure that such docunents were really kept
abr oad.

"The differences between Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad
and Datuk Seri Anwar is that when the country faced econonmic crisis, Dr
Mahat hir did not wish to seek | M s hel p whereas Anwar wanted to ask for
help fromthe I MF and foreign countries to overcone the problem" he said.

Tajol Rosli felt that distracting the people fromthe donestic probl ens
may al so be a strategy of Keadilan to win the coning general election.

"W oursel ves do not know what are in the boxes and to investigate the
of ficers without knowi ng what are in the boxes, we will end up having
problens with the governnent officers," he said.

The m ni ster however said that npost of the governnent officers were
responsi bl e, honest and trustworthy.

Taj ol Rosli said that the police should sumbn Ezamto verify his
statement before conducting any investigation on governnent officers.

Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayob al so said here that the official government docunents said to be
st ashed overseas may not contain anything kept secret fromthe people.

"I don't think there are things we have kept secret because deci sions
we made are known by the people but surely discussions on the pros and cons
must al so be infornmed

"There is nothing to hide. All are transparent. Except if there are
peopl e who purposely want to nmake it an issue. | don't see any tendency in
t he governnent to hide anythi ng because we just cannot hide them" he said.

Megat Junid said that if there were abuses, all quarters would be
af f ect ed because the enforcenent of certain matters affects all quarters,
fromthe officers at the lower rung to the m nisters.

"The Cabinet is not just one individual. Al the mnisters are from
various parties and various races. The Cabinet decisions will go to the
governnent officers. | don't see how we can hide things," he said.
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