11 NOV 1999
D ssol uti on-Zahir
SPEAKER DECLARES FORMAL DI SSOLUTI ON OF PARLI AMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 11 (Bername) -- Malaysia' s ninth Parlianent is
formal |y di ssolved today to pave the way for the country's 10th genera
el ection, outgoing Speaker Tun Mhamed Zahir |snail said.

This is in accordance with the letter fromthe Yang di - Pertuan Agong
Sul t an Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah giving the royal consent to the
di ssol uti on of the House.

It was Zahir who first broke the news about the dissolution when he
infornmed the afternoon session of yesterday Dewan Rakyat sitting about
recei ving the royal consent |letter before |unch-break.

Then at 4 pmyesterday Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir announced
his decision to dissolve Parlianent at a press conference at the Prine
M nister's Departnent in Putrajaya.

The |l egislative assenblies of all peninsular Ml aysia states were al so
formal |y dissol ved today sinultaneous with parlianment's dissolution.

The Federal Constitution requires a general election be held every five
years and within 60 days upon dissolution of the federal and state
| egi sl atures.

When contacted today, Zahir told Bernama:" There is no nore activity
here (Parlianent). The activities have all shifted to the Election
Conmi ssi on. "

When it was dissol ved the Dewan Rakyat had 192 parlianentary seats and
the conming general election will be for 193 seats, the new one being
Manbong constituency in Sarawak.

Fol | owi ng the di ssolution of the House, Zahir re-explained that the
federal budget for year 2000, which was being debated till yesterday, would
have to be re-tabled in the incomng parlianent to be forned after the
general el ection.

Five bills already passed by the Lower House during its last sitting
al so needed re-tabling because they have not been approved by the Senate
yet followi ng parlianent's dissolution today, he added.

They were the Child Bill 1999, the Supplementary Supply (1999) No 2
Bill 1999, the Incone Tax (Anendnent) (No.2) Bill 1999, the Public Service
Tribunal (Dissolution) Bill 1999 and Sal es of Drugs (Amendnent) Bill 1999.
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