27 MAY 1999
Orang Asli-Skills
SPECI AL TRAI NI NG CENTRE FOR ORANG ASLI YOUTH

By: Rashi dah Abdul Ghan

KUALA LUMPUR, May 27 (Bernane) -- A special centre to train Orang Asli
Youth in the field of construction and related skills has been set up at
the Bukit Lanjan Orang Asli Settlement at the behest of Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

The Prime Mnister wants as many Orang Asli Youth as possible to be
provided with the necessary skills required in the construction industry,
according to the devel oper of part of the Orang Asli |and in Bukit Lanjan,
Sauj ana Triangle Sdn Bhd, a nenber of the Enkay G oup.

Under a Menorandum of Under st andi ng which the devel oper signed with the
Bukit Lanjan Orang Asli Community recently, the conpany had al so provided
an initial allocation of RV00,000 to provide skills training to the Orang
Asli youth.

Si xteen Orang Asli youths will formthe first batch to pass out from
the centre in Septenber.

To date, the batch had conpleted training in three trades --
bricklaying, plastering and tiling and are nowin the mdst of the fourth
course which is backhoe | oader operation.

"When this group of Bukit Lanjan Orang Asli Youth had acquired the
skills and experience, it is hoped they will progress further and becone
skilled tradesnen and ultimately energe as contractors or busi nessnen,"”
sai d General Manager (Corporate Affairs) of Saujana Triangle, Abdullah
Latiff at a nedia briefing ahead of the Prinme Mnister's visit to the
centre next nonth.

Abdul l ah said the skills training woul d enable themto be gainfully
enpl oyed in the construction industry and nmake it possible for nore of them
to enter the mainstreamof Ml aysian society with greater confidence.

The one- year-training programre i s conducted by the Construction
| ndustry Devel opment Board (CIDB), through its training arm Akadenm Bi naan
Mal aysi a (Sel angor) Sdn Bhd.

"The training is conpetency based that neans they will continue
Il earning until they are conpetent in the specific building trades,” he
sai d.

The youths woul d al so attend on the job training at construction sites
under the joint supervision of the board and the contractor concerned.

The Enkay Group has nade arrangenents with all its appointed
contractors to provide on the job training to the Orang Asli Youths and to
enpl oy those who had successfully conpleted the training programre in
proj ects under the G oup.

Wth this arrangenent, the Bukit Lanjan Orang Asli youth would be
assured of being gainfully enployed and getting involved in small business
vent ures, Abdul | ah sai d.

Under the MOU, Saujana Triangle apart from devel oping the 641 acres of
Orang Asli land alienated, for various projects, would al so nake financia
al l ocations for the benefit of the Bukit Lanjan Orang Asli community,
provi de nodern housing in the formof 147 single storey bungal ows and al so
set aside a sumof RM7.9 mllion for the education fund of the Bukit Lanjan
Orang Asli children.
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