07/01/ 1999
Speed nonitoring device ruling shelved (HL)

Cheah Chor Sooi

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Cabi net has postponed indefinitely the
enforcenent of a ruling on mandatory installation of speed nonitoring
device for the 5,000 express and tour buses in the country.

It wants the parties concerned to work out a new schedule for its
i nstall ation.

The post ponenent of the Jan 1 deadline would enable the Road Transport
Departnment; the conpany entrusted to install the device, VSM Technol ogy
Sdn Bhd; and bus operators to initiate a solution wi thout disrupting the
operations of buses and earnings of bus conpanies.

Speaking to reporters before chairing his mnistry's post-Cabi net
neeting, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said he hoped the
parties concerned could carry out their tasks successfully.

"I't should be worked out in the nost painless way.

"If an operator has 20 buses, he can take 20 weeks to fix the device on
his buses at any of the 13 installation centres nationw de.

"We hope they can achieve the objective in a reasonable nanner and make
this the |ast postponenent,"” he said, adding that the public would be
i nforned of the new deadline once an agreenent had been reached

On Dec 27, the Transport Mnistry gave a tenporary reprieve for express
buses not fitted with the device to operate during the Hari Raya period

However, RTD director-general Zakaria Mhaned Taib said bus operators
must neverthel ess nake an effort to fit the device in their vehicles
during the reprieve period.

The tanper-proof speed nonitoring device ruling was nooted two years ago
as an alternative to the speed limt device which was found to have
several defects, but inplenentation was delayed because of teething
problenms with the equiprent.

In February, the Transport Mnistry directed tour and express bus
operators to install the devices imediately, after the Cabinet agreed to
various neasures proposed by the nministry ainmed at reducing accidents

In a last-ditch attenpt to defer the Jan 1 deadline, the Pan-Ml aysia
Bus Operators' Association recently sent a letter to Prime Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to intervene

Its chairman Tan Sri Sul ai man Ni nam Shah said the association was not
opposed to the ruling, but was requesting a defernent of the deadline as
90 per cent of bus conpanies were facing financial problenms owing to the
econom c climate.

To date, only 100 of the 6,000 express buses, excursion and factory
buses plus other public transport vehicles have been fitted with the
devi ce, which costs about RML, 000.

Asked to comment on the reluctance of bus operators to install the
device as a result of the high cost incurred, Dr Ling said:

"The association should conply with the ruling as the price is very
reasonabl e.

"I't will cost less than RM3 a day for one year (to install the device)
It is not a big deal spending RMB a day as it only amounts to a snall
portion of a conpany's cashflow "

Dr Ling said school and factory buses running Hari Raya Aidilfitri balik
kanpung services would be exenpted from the installation ruling

"We realise that all transportation nodes are insufficient during the
festive season so we will not disrupt the balik kampung process.



"Moreover, we are not thinking at this point of tinme to fix the device
on short distance vehicles |ike stage, school and factory buses,” he said.

On the success rate of the device in preventing crashes after its
installation in police and mlitary trucks, Dr Ling said:

"We have not fully ascertained this, but we have conducted certain tests
by downl oading the information from some of the vehicles.

"We found that many of the drivers slowed down as they knew sonebody was
wat ching them™

Contrary to the speed limting device which only limts how fast the
vehicle is going, the speed nonitoring device is able to record the speed
and driving habits of the driver, thus facilitating investigations into
crashes.

The device will enmit a warning sound each tine an express bus driver
exceeds the stipulated speed limt. It will also record the nunber of
offences in its nenory.
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