24 OCT 1999
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SPLI NTER PARTI ES WASTI NG Tl ME, SAYS FORMER DM P PRESI DENT

By: Mohd Nasir Yusoff

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 24 (Bernanmm) -- "It's a waste of good, ten precious
years." This is how fornmer Denocratic Ml aysian Indian Party (DM P)
president Datuk V. Govindaraj sunms up the tinme and effort spent on the
party he founded and | ater dissol ved.

He has no regrets about formng the party on Cct 19, 1985 al t hough he
admtted it was a frustrating struggle as the DM P could not get itself
into the Barisan Nasional (BN) as aspired by its 80,000 nenbers.

"Getting into the BN was the only thing that we in the DM P wanted to
do as we have al ways believed that only the BN works for the benefit of the
rakyat," he tol d Bernana.

"Being a splinter party for the sake of being just a party is not worth
it...l wasted 10 bl oody years," he said.

Govi ndaraj, now back in MC as a Central Wrking Commttee (CW\D)
menber, said he had tried his best to get DMP into the BN but failed
because adnission into the 14-nenber coalition nust be unani nously agreed
to by all conponent parties.

Govindaraj, a forner MC vice-president, formed the DM P after being
sacked fromM C for an allegation he insists he is not guilty of.

"Al though we were in DM P we never went against MC or the BN, " said
CGovindaraj, the so-called "gentleman" of Indian politics.

He said DM P had worked cl osely with BN and M C during by-el ecti ons and
t he general el ections.

"As a politician | must do sonething for the community. |I'ma Ml aysi an
and duty-bound to help the Indian comunity," he said.

He said throughout his years in DM P, nbst nenbers of the splinter
party urged himto return to the BN fold via MC.

So when M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu nmade a statenent on July
28, 1997 that M C s doors were always open to all Indians, CGovindaraj
i medi ately responded positively toit.

"I issued a statenent on July 30, and the next day Sany spoke to nme on
the phone at 1.15pm wel coming nme and the whol e bunch back into the MC "
he sai d.

He said not a single nmenber objected when he proposed the dissolution
of DMP. DM P was officially disbanded on Aug 2, 1997.

He said many in the MC did not take their return well, but that did
not matter as "our hearts have al ways been with the MC'.

"Now we have formed 46 new branches and all have been approved by the
M C CAC...the branches cater for about 6,000 fornmer DM P nenbers," he said.

Why back to M C?

"There's just one sinple reason. The MCis the only party that can
take care of the Indians...not DM P, not |PF (Indian Progressive Front),"
he sai d.

"Let us strengthen the MC...we will also strengthen the BN for our
betternent," he said.

He urged opposition parties not to play with fire by fanning
ill-feelings among the vari ous races.

Covi ndaraj said he had great adnmiration for Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and Samy Vel | u.

"They are fully blessed by God to serve the people of this country.

Pl ease don't destroy their |eadership,"” he said.
CGovi ndaraj said the Indians have achi eved trenmendous progress and



shoul d be happy with what they have while hel ping to achieve the Vision
2020 obj ecti ves.
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