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STAND UNI TED FOR WO TALKS, SAYS MAHATHI R

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mijid

VI CTORI A FALLS (Zi mbabwe), Oct 3 (Bernama) -- Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohaned sai d today devel opi ng countries nust stand united
during the Wrld Trade Organisation (WO neeting in Seattle next nonth to
prevent themfrom bei ng pushed around by devel oped countri es.

He said many devel opi ng countries shared the Malaysia's views on
several issues but Ml aysia alone would not be able to defend the rights of
devel opi ng countri es.

"I'n the WIQ,if the devel opi ng countries can have a comopn stand, |
think we can do that," he told Mal aysian journalists covering his visit
here to attend the 3rd Southern Africa International Dial ogue (SAlID 99)
which will be officially opened tonight.

He was asked how devel opi ng nations coul d defend their positions
agai nst the nore powerful devel oped countries of the North.

Dr Mahathir said the problemwas that sone devel opi ng countries were
under trenendous pressure fromvarious parties.

"They cannot stand united agai nst any proposal nmade by the North. So,
in the WIO neeting in Seattle, the chances are that the policies of the
North will just be pushed down the throat of everyone because devel opi ng
countries are divided," he said.

Prior to that, Dr Mahathir and other African | eaders took a
one- and- a- hal f - hour breakfast cruise along the scenic Zanbezi River,
| ocated not far fromthe El ephant H Il Inter-continental Hotel, the venue
of the three-day conference.

The prime minister was al so asked on the recent announcenent by the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) to wite-off nost of the debts of the
hi ghly i ndebted countri es.

He said: "In the first place, | don't understand this writing-off
business. If you wite-off the debts, it should nmean that there's no nore
debt. But before witing off, they say they will have to sell I M gold."

He said when the idea of selling the gold was raised, the price of the
comodity went down resulting in the closure of m nes and people | osing
their jobs.

"I don't see why they should sell their gold at all. Even if they want
to sell, they can do so at sone other tinme," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he al ways believed that devel opi ng countries shoul d be
allowed to have tariff barriers until they had the capacity to conpete with
devel oped countri es.

"But apparently, the I M- which | ends noney to sonme of these countries
are insisting that they nmust open their narket and |lower their tariffs, and
this means thay they will not have any revenue and their own products wll
not be able to conpete," he said.

On the exclusion of Asean nenbers fromthe recently fornmed G20 to
di scuss issues in the world econony including crisis prevention and the new
financial architecture, Dr Mahathir said this would nean that views from
countries |like Ml aysia, which was battered by the economc crisis, would
not be heard.

"This is denmocracy as interpreted by them W nust have denpbcracy in
our country which includes, of course, the right to riot, to burn houses
and all that.

"But denpcracy internationally neans only the rich and the strong will
make deci sions, the poor and the weak will have to receive whatever they



deci de,"” he said sarcastically.

The G20 is a mix of the seven wealthiest nations in G7, 11 energing
mar ket econoni es and the Worl d Bank/ | M.

The econoni es include Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, India,

Mexi co, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Soouth Korea and Turkey.

On probl ens eoncountered by projects initiated by South-South countries
i ncluding outside interference, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had siml ar
probl ens regarding its proposed involvenment in projects in Tanzani a and
Zi mbabwe.

He said the one in Zi nbabwe's Hwange power station project involving
the YTL group was due to the fact that the Wrld Bank had its own
initiative.

"Al though the project might not take off, they appear to be restricting
the growt h of other people's investnents," he said.

Asked what Mal aysia could do to overconme the problem he said: "W try
by way of persuassion, what el se can we do."

On last night's informal meeting anbng state and governnent | eaders
attending SAID 99, Dr Mahathir said he gave a briefing on the snart
part neshi p concept after being asked to do so

Dr Mahathir said he al so shared his views on how natural resources in
southern Africa can be of benefit including in the tourismfield.

On economi ¢ enmpower nent through smart partnership which is the thene of
this year's dialogue, he said the | eaders wanted Africans to play a nore
active role in their own countries.

He said this was the same with Mal aysia when the governnent introduced
t he New Economic Policy (DEB) to hel p Bumi puteras who were then nostly
rural folKks.

"The problens with the Africans nowis that they are not trained, they
do not have any capital or managerial skills," he said.

The prime minister said the | eadership of Africans countries possessed
the political will to inplenment sinilar policies but the respectives
bur eaucr aci es needed to be i nproved.

Dr Mahathir is the only | eader fromoutside the African region here.

He is schedul ed to deliver a keynote address entitled "Langkawi to
Victoria Falls-The Smart Partnership Way" at a di nner tonorrow.

Presi dent Robert Migabe will open the three-day di al ogue tonight.

The first edition of SAID was hosted by Botswana, followed by Nam bi a
| ast year.

O her African | eaders attending the dial ogue here are President Jerry
Rawl i ngs of Ghana, President Bakili Ml uzi of Malawi, President Festus
G Mbgae of Botswana, Prine M nister of Lesotho Bethuel Pakilitha Msisili,
Presi dent Joaqui m Al berto Chi ssano of Myzanbi que, President Thabo Moeki of
South Africa and President Frederick J. T Chiluba of Zanbi a.
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