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Mahat hi r-1 nfornmati on
STI CK TO THE FACTS, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUVPUR, March 13 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
today rem nded news organi sations to stick to the facts in their reporting
since inaccurate information may | ead to a disaster for other people
i ncludi ng the econony of a country.

The prime minister said informati on which were col oured, biased or
i naccurate m ght prompt governments, conpanies and investors to nake the
wrong deci si ons whi ch coul d have adverse inplications.

Citing an exanple, he said msreporting on the haze which hit Ml aysia
in 1997 caused the country to lose a lot of noney in its tourismsector as
news agencies did not take the trouble to tell the world when the probl em
was gone.

"W do hope that news agencies will stick to the facts and report
things as they are," he said when opening the Bl oonberg (Ml aysia) Sdn Bhd
new of fice at the Petronas Twin Towers, the world's tallest building, at
the Kual a Lunpur Gty Centre (KLCC), here.

Dr Mahathir al so said outsiders who cane here were surprised when they
found out how peaceful Ml aysia was with no racial riots, |ootings,
killings or food shortages which they had heard.

"So many peopl e have expressed surprise about what they really see in
Mal aysia. This is an indication that they are not getting the right
information," he said.

The prime mnister said inaccurate reports by news agenci es woul d not
hel p anyone incl uding thensel ves since it could lead to clients term nating
t heir subscriptions.

Dr Mahathir al so said anal ysts should refrain fromreflecting their own
feelings, |leanings or even political affiliation when maki ng coments which
coul d affect markets.

Bl oonberg is an infornmati on servi ces news and nedi a conpany serving
custonmers in 100 countries. Bl oonberg began its operation here in 1990

It is headquartered in New york and enpl oys over 4,500 people in 10
sales of fices and 80 news bureaus worl dw de.
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