24 JUN 1999
Court - Anwar ( Cont enpt)
STOP CONTEMPT OF COURT ATTEMPTS, ORDERS JUDGE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 24 (Bernama) -- The judge in the sodomy trial of
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahi mtoday ordered the defence to stop attenpts to cite
anyone for contenpt of court during the course of the trial.

Justice Datuk Arifin Jaka said he took a firmstand that anyone coul d
comment on any subject provided it did not touch on any aspect of the
proceedi ngs bei ng conducted in his court.

I f anybody feels slighted or injured by such coments, he was entitled
to take the appropriate action, said Arifin at the H gh Court here.

"But | hope there's no further attenpt to cite anybody for contenpt
during this proceeding as such applications will anmount to a tactic to
del ay the progress of this proceeding," he said.

The judge was commenting on a statenent in the court by Anwar's
counsel, Karpal Singh, that forner Lord President Tun Ham d Omar ought to
be cited for contenpt of court over his remarks published in today's
newspapers.

Arifin said he took note of Karpal's concern over the matter and
advi sed himto take the appropriate action.

Ham d was quoted in today's newspapers as saying that Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad shoul d not be held in contenpt if his
comments on Anwar were not related to the ongoi ng court case agai nst the
forner deputy prime mnister

Ham d said this when asked whether Dr Mahathir's statenent on Anwar
during the Umo general assenbly was in contenpt of court because on
Monday, Anwar's defence team accused the prime mnister of trying to
i nfluence the court case by his statements on Anwar.

Karpal, who had referred to the newspaper reports as the basis of his
conpl ai nt today, said such comments had placed Anwar in anxiety when "he
shoul d be left in peace to face the trial".

"The point is this, what would any reasonable citizen think when such
comments are made, one by the prinme mnister and next by the forner lord
president. Next maybe by the generals of the arned forces, | do not know, "
he sai d.

Karpal said the defence would not hesitate to cite Ham d for contenpt
for his "irresponsi ble corments” and the court should put a stop to it.

Attorney-Ceneral Tan Sri Mhtar Abdull ah who | ed the prosecution team
said the defence should file a proper application if it felt Hamd was in
contenpt of court.

He sai d pendi ng such application, it was premature for Karpal to raise
it in this proceeding.

"It is also premature for Your Lordship to make any coment or
direction at this junction in the absence of any formal application," he
sai d.

After Arifin nmade the order, Karpal said the defence did not nean to
interfere with the court proceeding but the conplaint was made in the
i nterest of Anwar and his adopted brother Sukma Dar mawan Sasnitaat Madj a
who is jointly tried.

Moht ar said having read Hanid's remarks, he was of the opinion that the
forner lord president's conments were fair.

Arifin then ordered the trial to proceed.
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