10/ 11/ 1999
Stop penalising those who reveal the truth

Ahmad Kamal Zai nuddi n
MARI NA Yusof claimed at a Press conference that the courts are under the
control of the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad

This is as contenptuos of the courts as can be. Yet contenpt action is
not taken agai nst her.

On the other hand, Karpal Singh is forever asking the courts to take
contenpt action against the Prime Mnister for any statenment made by him
about Anwar. It nmakes one wonder who is controlling what.

It would seem that Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim and his cronies are nore
influential than the Governnent, or at least they are faster in making
political capital out of everything.

Whien he was sent to the Hospital Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia
specifically to be exam ned for arsenic poisoining, the doctors there
whose synpathy for the Opposition is well-known, investigated himfor al
ki nds of diseases after it was clear that Anwar had no evidence of recent
or chronic arsenic poisoning.

When the court ordered Anwar to appear before it as he seened quite
well, the doctors issued a certificate to say he was not fit to attend
court.

They nmanaged to keep himin hospital for three weeks nore by doing al
ki nds of investigation unrelated to arsenic poisoning.

The trial was delayed. This suited Anwar's political strategy. The
Government could do nothing about this blatant abuse of their profession
by the doctors.

Now it is learnt that the HUKM wants to re-examne him They are said to
clai mthey suspect himof suffering from sonething.

If Anwar is returned to HUKM he is likely to stay there for another
stretch, delaying the court proceedi ngs agai n.

Why the HUKM doctors have assumed rsponsibility for Anwar's health is
not clear.

They seem to have taken over responsibility for his health w thout
aut horisation fromthe court or the Governnent.

There nust be other Covernnment doctors who are |ooking after Anwar's
heal t h.

Are the doctors at HUKM al | egi ng that those doctors are inconpetent and
negl ecting their duty?

Losi ng wei ght and hair and having high bl ood pressure nmust surely be
expected of a person who suddenly finds hinself in jail, especially if he
was enjoying life previously.

In contrast to the freedom of Anwar's cronies to frustrate the processes
of the courts, the witnesses to his nisbehaviour seemto be facing hard
times.

Azizan is immediately jailed for three nonths for conmtting "khalwat"
There is no known case where the Syariah Court has been as severe as
this. Anwar's brother who conmitted the sanme of fence has not been jailed

Umi Hafil da has suddenly been made a bankrupt. It may be a coincidence
but it does look like msfortune will befall anyone not on Anwar's side

Mohd Ezam who admitted repeatedly that he has in his possession six
cases of Government docunents has not been questioned

Yet, if anyone else were to adnmit to being in possession of Government
docunents, he would certainly have a hard tine explaining hinself to the
authorities.



It seens that many are bending over backwards to lengthen the trial. If
Murad is right, Anwar has set up a good network of cronies. The Governnent
clearly has less control over these things.

Anwar is right when he spoke about cronyism and corruption. Practising
these things hinself he naturally assumes that others are doing the sane.

Simlarly as he is perpetually involved in conspiring against others, he
now accuses ot hers of conspiring agai nst him

Anwar's accusation that the Prime Mnister favours his cronies, is
corrupt and conspired against himis neant to hide the fact that he is the
one doing all these

As M nister of Finance and Deputy Prinme Mnister, he certainly had anple
opportunity to do so.

Miurad's confession reveals the extent of Anwar's conspiracy and
cronyi sm

Even if we discount half of what Miurad says, the extent of Anwar's
operation is still very considerable.

The Asia Pacific Policy Centre's president Douglas Pall adnitted
recei ving noney from Anwar though he clainms not as nmuch as RM38 million.

Even if it is less, the question is how does Anwar cone by so nuch
noney. He even reported to the police that he lost RV nillion.

Wth the slush fund at his disposal and his position as Deputy Prine
M nister and Mnister of Finance, Anwar seens to have built up quite a
network of cronies inside and outside the Government.

The attenpts to help him and the actions being taken agai nst those who
gave evi dence against him seemto suggest that the network is stil
i ntact.

W will no doubt be seeing nore misfortune befalling those who reveal
evi dence about Anwar's conspiracy.

These people should be pitied bcause, despite Marina Yusof's talk about
Governnent controls, Anwar and his crony network seemfree to do anything
they Iike.

In the process, his victins suffer.

The Governnent should act to stop the rot.

No doubt, we need to display to the world our openess and |iberal ways.
But not at the expense of those who reveal the truth.

There is a very real danger that crime will pay or at least truth
frustrated.
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