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Nomi nati on- Ni ght
STRAI GHT FI GHT I N MOST SEATS FOR GENERAL ELECTI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 20 (Bername) -- The Nov 29 general electionis
headi ng to be the npst keenly-contested between the ruling Barisan Nasi ona
(BN) and the four-party opposition front with straight fights in nearly 80
per cent of the 193 parlianmentary constituenci es at stake.

According to the full outcome of the nom nations which was only made
known sonme 10 hours after they had cl osed, a total of 429 candidates filed
their nom nations for the parlianmentary seats and 812 candi dates for the
394 state constituencies.

The BN is contesting in all parlianentary seats, including a walk-over
gained in the Betong constituency in Sarawak which it won uncont est ed.

El ecti on Comm ssion Secretary Datuk Wan Ahmad Wan Omar said the 152
strai ght contests for parlianment seats was the highest since the first
el ection in 1959.

Prime Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
in Jitra, Kedah after filing his nonmination that the BN was confident it
woul d get a two-thirds majority in the Dewan Rakyat in view of the
i ncreasi ng support fromthe people.

In a 10-mnute radio interview with Radi o Mal aysi a Kedah, he said the
peopl e shoul d use the vote wisely in their own interest and that of the
country and not to vent their anger.

He al so said the BN had introduced new faces for the el ecton so that
they would contribute to the country's renewal and the conbi nati on of old
and new.

The opposition front conprising PAS, DAP, Parti Keadilan Nasi onal and
Parti Rakyat Malaysia (PRM which call thenselves Barisan Alternatif
(Al'ternative Front) put up 173 candi dates.

The four parties thus kept their pledge of not contesting against each
other. In previous general elections, a clash anmong opposition parties in
the sane constituenci es was comonpl ace despite having el ectoral pacts.

O the 173 opposition front candi dates, PAS fielded 62, DAP 47,
Keadi | an 60 and PRM f our.

The ot her candi dates conprised 27 i ndependents, 17 fromthe Parti
Bersatu Sabah, 12 fromthe new y-forned Ml aysi an Denocratic Party (MNDP),
five fromthe Sarawak-based Star and one each from Berjasa and Akim both
Kel ant an- based.

The nom nations were conducted virtually incident-free and with the
usual air of festivity as candi dates wal ked in procession to the nom nation
centres acconpani ed by a crowd of supporters carrying party banners and
flags.

Apart fromthe straight contests, 37 parlianentary seats will be a
three-corner affair, two four-corner and the Kota Bel ud constituency in
Sabah having the npbst nunber with five candi dat es.

In the 1995 general election, the BN won a noral e-boosting 11
parlianentary seats uncontested on Nomi nation Day, nine of which were in
Sarawak al one and the other two in Perak and Sel angor.

A total of 427 candi dates contested the 192 parlianentary and 852
aspirants for the 394 state constituencies. There has been an additiona
parlianentary seat since then

Shortly after nominations closed after two hours at llam runours
started flying that both the BN and PAS had won sonme seats uncontest ed.

As it turned out, BN had won one parlianentary (Betong) and one state



seat, Tangkak, in Johor.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, who is into his fifth general election
as prinme mnister and equally veteran Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Andul | ah Ahnmad Badawi are anong top BN | eaders involved in straight fights
wi t h candi dates from PAS

Dr Mahathir is being challenged in the Kubang Pasu stronghol d i n Kedah
by Subky Abdul Latif, a party central committee nenber and col umi st of
Har akah, the PAS newspaper

Abdul | ah, who is contesting his Kepala Batas seat for the sixth tineg,
faces busi nessman Abdul Khalid Rasid, a political unknown.

A possi bl e nomi nation day drama, the specul ated candi dacy of Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim fizzled out when the forner Deputy Prinme M nister and forner
Umo deputy president decided to stay out of the race.

According to his | awer Zainur Zakaria, Anwar, who is serving a
six-year jail sentence for corruption, did not contest because he believed
he woul d be di squalified anyway.

"Anwar feels that it is not worth contesting the el ecti on because he
will be disqualified even if he wins," Zainur told reporters.

Under the Federal Constitution, a person is disqualified as a Menber of
Parliament or state legislature if convicted of an offence by the court and
sentenced to inprisonnent of not |ess than one year or to a fine of not
| ess t han RMR, 000.

| nstead, Zainur hinself filed his nomnation for the Lenbah Pant ai
constituency representing Keadil an headed by Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah Wan |smail.

The constituency in the city was the scene of many street
denonstrations held by Anwar's supporters in the past year in protest
agai nst his sacking fromthe Cabinet on allegations of sexual mnisconduct.

He is currently on trial for sodony.

Dr WAn Azi zah herself is standing in her husband's constituency of
Per mat ang Pauh in Pul au Pi nang where she takes on Anwar's forner protege
Dat uk Dr | brahi m Saad, who is Deputy Transport M nister.

Al so in Pulau Pinang, DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang, a Menber of
Parliament for 30 years, created a surprise by switching from Tanjung to
the Bukit Bendera parlianentary seat. He is also a candidate for the Kebun
Bunga state seat.

PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor, who has won his Bukit Raya state seat
four times, also noved to the Anak Bukit constituency this tinme. He al so
goes for the Pendang parlianentary seat after losing his bid for the Kual a
Kedah seat in the [ ast el ection.

In Kel antan, Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat told reporters
that PAS | eaders and menbers were in high spirits and confident that the
party would retain power in the state for the third tine.

PAS captured Kelantan in the two el ections but is facing determ ned
onsl aught fromthe BN this tinme | ed by Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, who
di ssol ved hi s breakaway party, Senangat 46, to rejoin Umo en bloc with his
nmenbers two years ago

Tengku Razal ei gh is again contesting in Gua Misang and he faces anot her
unknown, Abdul Razak Abbas, of PAS

While the battle for votes is expected to be intense between BN and the
opposition front in Peninsular Mal aysia, the BN is banking on the 49
parlianent seats up for grabs in Sabah, Sarawak and Labuan on Borneo i sl and
to help deliver the two-thirds majority it is confident of getting to be
returned to power.

Only parlianentary seats are being contested in Sabah and Sarawak whi ch
hold their state el ections separately.

In Sabah, the BN is facing the form dable PBS which fielded 17



candi dates, but it is expected to ronp home quite confortably in Sarawak
based on past trends.
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