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Strategic infrastructure vital for the country's future

Dr Ahmad | brahi m
THE Prinme Mnister is being ridiculed yet again. This is of course not the
first tine.

It has happened before. Years ago when Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
initiated the national car project, he was criticised

Sone blaned the project as unw se spending of public funds. O hers
predicted it would not succeed.

O course they have all been proven wong. Nowadays, nany anong the
earlier sceptics are singing a different tune.

Proton has not only energed as a market |eader in Mlaysia but has al so
made inroads in the export market.

Furthernore, the spin-offs fromthe Proton project in terns of
technol ogy transfer and the nushroom ng of autonotive parts manufacturers
have been nost valuable to the country.

Not to nention the skill and experience gained in an industry which has
al ways been the domain of only devel oped countri es.

Now we hear of many ot her devel oping countries trying to do the sane.

Wth election around the corner, critics of nmany governnent
infrastructure projects are again having a field day.

O late, the nultinmedia super corridor project, for exanple, has been at
the receiving end of nmuch ridicule and scepticism

Not to nention Putrajaya. The groups conpl aining may have changed but
the Iine of criticismhas remained simlar: a waste of public funds; the
country is not ready, and the noney is better spent el sewhere

The irony of it all is that the people with the grouses are also the
sanme ones who would like to see the country maki ng headway on the econonic
front.

They are also the sane people who would |ike to see Mal aysians enjoy a
better standard of living and inproved quality of life

But the question begging for an answer is, can Malaysia truly achieve
and sustain econonmic progress wthout the necessary investnment in
strategic infrastructure? Definitely not.

It is common knowl edge that the only way for any economy to nove forward
is to continue to have projects which can generate inconme in a sustainable
manner .

This means projects will not only have to grow bi gger but new projects
will have to be found and nurtured.

And as projects grow bigger and are nore diversified, the demand on
infrastructure is also bound to increase.

More roads are needed to nove goods efficiently. Mre basic utilities

such as water and electricity will have to be nade available to drive the
proj ects.
Tool s of conmunication will have to be upgraded to inprove efficiency

and reliability.

Manpower of suitable skills and experience has to be found

Unl ess such basic infrastructure needs are adequately addressed, there
is no way econonic projects can be inplenented effectively.

This is exactly what has happened in many devel opi ng countries of the
Sout h.

The governnents there have ignored the need to invest in strategic
i nfrastructure.

And failure to invest in the necessary infrastructure has inevitably



culmi nated in nmassive bottlenecks in transportation, comunications and
producti on.

It has been disastrous for the economes. The results of such neglect
have been dissatisfied investors, inefficient manufacturers and
unconpetitive products.

It is a sad fact that many countries in the world have chosen to negl ect
wi se investnents in the relevant infrastructure.

And when it conmes to infrastructure there is no denying the fact the
government will have to take the |ead

Mal aysi a nust count itself fortunate to have a government which is not
only forward thinking but also very proactive.

Not many countries in the South are fortunate enough to have the calibre
of governnent that Ml aysi ans enjoy today.

Just visit any of the other devel oping countries in the South.

The minute you arrive at the airport you can already form an inpression
about the country.

Slow i mrigration clearance. Slow baggage clearance. Wy? Because
facilities have never been upgraded.

As they all say, first inpression counts. Once visitors get cheesed off
with conditions at the entry point, then there is a good chance that they
will strike out the country fromtheir list of preferred destinations.

The sane would apply to potential investors. Yet when the governnent
went ahead with KLIA, criticisns abounded.

The critics say we do not need such a big airport. They conplain the
airport is under utilised.

The charges are too expensive. Though some of the concerns are
justified, and no doubt can be inproved, the view that we should not have
invested in KLIA is totally m spl aced.

Subang was already choking. If steps were not taken to nmove the airport
to Sepang, it would not be |long before travel bottlenecks will rear their
ugly heads in Subang

It is inportant to plan ahead. And we nust renenber that KLIA is not
just built for today.

It is an investnent for the future. As our export trade grows, Malaysia
needs to have a state of the art efficient air cargo infrastructure

There is no way we can conpete otherw se

If Malaysia is to leapfrog into a devel oped country, we have to invest
wisely in strategic infrastructure

( END)
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