01 OCT 1999

STRENGTHEN NATI ONAL RESI LI ENCE, SAYS GOVERNMENT BBC

KUALA LUVPUR, Cct 1 (Bernamm) -- The governnent Back Benchers C ub
(BBC) said Mal aysi ans should use the Prine Mnister's recent speech at the
United Nations General Assenbly as the basis to strengthen national
resilience and sovereignty.

Gover nnent BBC chai rman Ruhani e Ahrmad said without national resilience
and political stability, the country could be put at the nercy of western
powers.

"We are proud of the firmtone and conprehensi veness of the Prine
M ni ster's speech on the world scenario with the approachi ng new
mllennium" he said in contacting Bernama here today.

Dr Mahathir, in his speech at the UN General Assenbly in New York, said
Mal aysi a was not at ease with the way western powers had put pressure on as
wel | as taking every opportunity to get involved in any place such as being
overly invol ved in East Tinor.

Ruhani e said western powers were always | ooking to incite
anti-governnment sentinent el sewhere in the nane of fighting undenocratic
gover niment s.
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