03 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r- Agri cul ture
STRENGTH OF AGRI CULTURAL AND TOURI SM SECTORS SHOULD BE STUDI ED - PM

KUALA LUMPUR, July 3 (Bernama) -- The strength of the agricultural and
tourismsectors needs to be studied deeply to maximnise their contribution
to economni ¢ devel opnent in facing the new nmillennium said Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

"In preparing for the newmllennium it's inperative that we study the
strength of the agricultural and tourismsectors and maxi nise their
contribution for our common good and that of the future generation,” he
sai d when | aunchi ng the Mal aysi an Agricul ture, Horticulture and
Agro-tourismExhibition 1999 (MAHA 99) at the Bukit Jalil Sports Conpl ex,
here toni ght.

Inline with the policy to diversify and optim se resource utilisation
to overcone the economc crisis, he said it was inportant to devel op the
econony in total and strengthen the |inks between the various sectors, not
only between the agricultural and manufacturing sectors but al so between
the agricultural and tourismsectors.

"I'n this context, we nmust pool our capabilities to nmaintain our
excel l ence in research and industrial devel opnment as well as new
agricultural products fromprimary conmmodities and natural resources such
as flowers, decorative fish, food products including herbs and veget abl es
taken raw or “ulami as well as handicrafts," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government was reviving the Agricultural and
Horticul tural Exhibition (MAHA) which used to be popular in the sixties and
seventies as it was confident the exhibition would benefit the target
groups and those involved in the devel opnment of the agricultural and
tourismsectors as well as other rel ated sectors.

He sai d beginning this year the atnosphere and nerrinment of MAHA woul d
be retained by maki ng adaptations in its approach and introduci ng new
activities to portray changes in econom c devel opnent as well as the
peoples' lifestyle and taste.

He said the MAHA' 99 is celebrated at the federal and state |levels for
t hree nont hs begi nni ng t oday.

A Floral Carnival will add colour to the celebrations including the
exhibition and sale of agricultural and tourist products as the curtain
rai ser sinultaneously with the Floral Festival which will be held until
July 11, said Dr Mahathir.

The Prime Mnister said apart fromthe pronotion of tourismpotentials
and destinations, food and beverage carnivals focussing on agricultura
products particularly vegetabl es taken raw and certain fruits as well as
the Visit Negeri Senbilan and Pul au Pi nang Year woul d al so be hel d.

Dr Mahathir said the clinmax of the MAHA cel ebrati on would be the
national |evel Farmers, Breeders and Fishernen Day as well as the Asian
Agricul tural Convention and Exposition 1999 which woul d be held
si mul t aneously from Aug 26 to 31.

He urged everyone particularly the state governnents, the private
sectors, farmers, breeders and fishermen to join in and contribute towards
t he success of MAHA' 99.

He said their participation would benefit them because through MAHA 99,
the farnmers, breeders and fi shernen woul d obtai n val uabl e i nformati on on
the opportunities and i nvestnment potentials in the sectors concerned.

At the sane tine, students and nmenbers of the public would get exposure
and receive the | atest knowl edge on technol ogy and devel opnent of the



tourismindustry, agriculture as well as agro-based industry in the country
and abr oad.

Dr Mahathir said that through the MAHA' 99 too, intellectuals conprising
researchers, scientists and academ ci ans woul d be abl e to exchange opi ni ons
and experiences through conferences, conventions and seninars at the
national and international |evels.

He said entrepreneurs including foreign investors would al so benefit
from MAHA' 99 where apart fromobtaining informati on on i nvest nent
incentives and potentials in the agricultural and tourismsectors, they
woul d al so have the opportunity to interact and establish network with
i nvestors, entrepreneurs and state governments.

On the tourismindustry, Dr Mahathir said MAHA 99 woul d enabl e tourists
to stay longer in the country and pronote Mal aysia as an international
conference, convention and exhibition centre

He said this was because tourists and those involved in the tourism
i ndustry would be able to enjoy the variety of food fromthe various
communi ties and buy | ocal handicrafts apart fromobtaining the | atest
information on tourismpotentials and to see the beauty of Malaysia with
her rich flora and fauna.

Dr Mahathir said since the inplenentation of the tourism progranmnes
under the Sixth Ml aysia Plan, the tourismindustry became the main
contributor to national revenue with the sector attracting 5.5 mllion
tourists spending RMB. 3 billion | ast year.
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