28/ 06/ 1999
Strengthen national integrity systens

Tunku Abdul Aziz
| NTERNATI ONAL Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz was
absolutely right to castigate nmenbers of the Ml aysian Internationa
Chanber of Commerce and I ndustry who were "prepared to accept corruption
if it was at a tolerable level" at the MCCl [uncheon on June 15

It is a sad commentary on the general attitude to corruption, prevalent
anong the business comunity in this and other countries, that they should
countenance a situation that flies directly in the face of transparency
and accountability - the twin pillars that support good governance.

The Mnister |ikened corruption to dancing the tango. | have no quarre
with that assertion if it was linited to the fact that "it takes two to
tango".

The similarity must end there because, unlike the tango, there is
not hi ng el egant about corruption

Her point is well taken; Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
has hinmself made the same conment in the past, drawing attention to the
need to address not just the demand side, but also, perhaps nore
importantly, the supply side of corruption

Transparency International, the global coalition against corruption,
took Dr Mahathir's constructive views to heart

After some years of hard work, Tl succeeded in persuading the
Organi sation for Econom ¢ Co-operation and Devel opment countries to sign a
convention to nmake it a crinme to bribe foreign officials.

This is a great victory over what could only be charitably described as
Western double standards - the practice in sonme European countries of
granting tax relief to those of their conpanies that bribed their way to
lucrative overseas contract.

Corruption was perm ssible provided it was perpetrated in soneone else's
backyard.

| sat enthralled at that menmorable M CCl | uncheon on June 15 |istening
to the Mnister's spirited defence of the Government's position on
corruption, and many of us present took great confort from her unequivoca
statenent that the Government would not tolerate corruption in any shape
or form

The question of whether it was at an acceptable level or not sinply did
not arise. The nessage against corruption in national life could not have
been cl earer.

However, to be fair to Datuk J. Bonhoft, president of the MCC, when he
rai sed corruption anong the 12 business-related issues, he was nerely
articulating the legitinmate concerns of the business comunity in a spirit
of co-operation, in support of efforts to help advance Ml aysia's
attractiveness as a country in which to do business w thout recourse to
bri bery and corruption.

| thought he made it clear that he was referring to the continuing
negative foreign perceptions about our country and the urgent need to
reverse these danagi ng trends.

W may not always like the way we are perceived, particularly by the
i nternational business comunity, but we have to agree that while these
perceptions may not have any basis in fact, they are neverthel ess real

Their effects on our econony, as we have seen, have been devastating

It does our cause enornmous harmto denigrate the value and inportance to
us of these perceptions because they often tell us nore about ourselves



than we care to hear.

Economi c gl obalisation with its unconprom sing stand on "best practices”
|l eaves us little choice in the way we nanage our econonic and financi al
affairs.

What this neans in practice is that we nust address quickly, where this
has not been done, those issues perceived as inpedinments to the
devel opnent of an open and transparent business environnent.

And while we are about it, let us close as nmany wi ndows of opportunity
for corruption as possible and proceed to devel op and strengthen our
national integrity systens.
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