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STRENGTHEN UNI TY, SAYS AGONG

KUALA LUMPUR, June 26 (Bernama) -- Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sul tan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah today rem nded the Muslinms to strengthen unity
anong thensel ves and to prevent the feelings of aninosity from spreadi ng.

"All Muslimleaders nust work to strengthen unity with sincerity so as
to appease CGod," he said when | aunchi ng the national -1evel Mulidur Rasu
cel ebration at StadiumPutra, Bukit Jalil, here.

This year's cel ebration of Prophet Mihamuad's birthday with the thene
"Unity Among the Ummah Brings Success" is the first to be held at the
Nati onal Sports Conplex in Bukit Jalil

Sul tan Sal ahuddi n said: "Ani nbsity anong ourselves is frowned upon by
Islam God warns us all that we will fail if we nake enenm es of each
ot her."

"I believe that none of the Muslins is prepared to see their future and
that of their country in disarray, weak and col oni sed.

"Muslins should not forget that there are el enents constantly out to
weaken and destroy them" he said.

He said acts |ike spreading ideol ogy that went against the true faith,
provoki ng di sputes on religion and spreading political ideologies that are
extrem st and have no basis in Islamc | aw shoul d be avoi ded.

He said Muslins nust learn a |l esson fromthe sufferings of people in
countries that are undergoing political and social upheavals to appreciate
t he neani ng of peace.

"We see how people live in poverty, suffering and hunger in their own
country. They yearn for peace and prosperity,” he said.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong said that to nmake Mal aysia a devel oped and
peaceful country, every nmenber of society should first understand and
enphasi se t he nmeani ng of peace.

"Ml aysi ans should not turn peace into a nere slogan w thout practising
it as a culture.

"Peace will give rise to harnony. Qur failure to create peace and
harnmony will only underm ne national stability and we will suffer for it,"
he sai d.

In keeping with the theme of this year's Maulidur Rasul cel ebration,
Sul tan Sal ahuddi n wanted see Muslins |living in peace, harnony and happi ness
as well concentrating on devel opi ng the nati on.

To do this, they had to realise that success achieved without faith and
fear of God woul d not please God, he said.

He wanted to see Muslins in Mal aysia achi eving success in the world on
par with people of the devel oped countries but at the sanme tinme not
forgeting the hereafter.

Present were Raja Pernmaisuri Agong Tuanku Siti Aishah, Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali and
Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .
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