26/ 04/ 1999
Strive to maintain hold on econony, party told

Kamar ul Yunus
UWNO nust strive to nmaintain and inprove its hold on the country's econony
so that the party can remain in power to safeguard the interest of the
Mal ays, its vice-president Datuk Seri Mhd Najib Tun Abdul Razak sai d.
"Umo has proven that it is the only party that enphasises the surviva
and excellence of the Malays in the current rapid global econony.
"Qur struggle for a nore bal anced society in the nulti-racial conmmunity
and for a better as well as Ml ays' excellence will continue, despite the
changes of environment as the years gone by," he said at the opening of
the Cheras Umo divisional neeting in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.
In the quest to achieve excellence, Najib said the Ml ays and
particularly Umo, must have a strong foothold in various fields
especially in the econom c sector.
He said Umo has been chanpioning the Ml ays since its establishnment and
will continue to do so to inprove its position and the inmage of Mlays in
the present gl obal environnent.
"Although we are still short in fulfilling the 30 per cent quota on
Bum putera's participation in the country's econony, the 20-year National
Econom ¢ Plan which was inplenmented in 1970 had shown many achi evenents,
i ncluding producing nore established and potential Ml ay businessnmen and
entrepreneurs," he said.
And this, he said, was further enhanced under the present |eadership |led
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad.
"Qur economic growmh was halted temporarily due tu econom ¢ downturn
But we are optimstic and the Prine Mnister has rescued the country's
econony in just about 18 nonths.
"W may register a slower growh at 1 per cent this year but the
Governnment has projected that this will increase to 5 per cent next year,
he said.
While the CGovernnent is trying its best to revitalise the country's
econony, Najib said Umo too nust do its part in assisting the Governnent
to produce nore Malay mddle-class entrepreneurs and help the small-and
medi um scal e enterprises.
Naji b al so said Umo nenbers, generally the Ml ays must always have the
willingness to learn so that they can excel and achieve success in
what ever fi el ds.
"Knowl edge now is nore inportant than just having an abundance of
natural resources. For exanple, Bill Gates who owned Mcrosoft, is a rich
man because of his know edge, " he said.
He al so rem nded Malay students, who are studying at institutions of
hi gher learning, of the deed and sacrifices Umo had made in ensuring
their admission to universities.
"Umo protect the Malay quota into universities and assist them
financially. If not, we would not be able to see many Ml ays in such
institutions," he said in respond to calls by certain Umo nenbers who
want students to be expelled due to their involvenent in street
denonstrati ons.
However, he said the CGovernment will follow |legal procedures before
taking further action on such students.
Furthernore, he said those students involved in the denonstrations are
small in nunber and the situation is still under control
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