16 DEC 1999

STRI VE TO SERVE THE PEOPLE, SAYS FOMCA

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 16 (Bernama) -- Mnisters need to neet the people
more frequently in order to serve and to gather first-hand i nformation,
sai d Federation of Ml aysi an Consuner Assocations president Prof Handan
Adnan.

He said ministers need to be transparent in carrying out the directive
of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for all to strive to
fulfill the prom ses contained in the Barisan Nasional (BN) nanifesto.

"The directive reflects the governnment's appreciation of the trust the
people have in it," he said here today.

Handan hoped nmenbers of the Cabi net would continue to be transparent
and sincere in carrying out their duties.

He said reliance on internediaries had resulted in | eakages at vari ous
stages so much so sone financial allocations did not reach the target
groups or projects.

He said ministers also need to be proactive by overseeing the
performance of officers entrusted with coordi nati ng devel opnent projects.

Handan said the governnent shoul d gi ve an undertaki ng that governnent
hospitals woul d not be privatised and for the proposal for houses to be
built first before being sold to becone a reality.
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