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St udent s- Gat heri ng
STUDENTS' GATHERI NG AT UM NOT ANTI - GOVERNVENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 15 (Bernama) -- Last week's gathering of sonme 300
students at Universiti Mal aya (UM was not an anti-government assenbly, but
was hel d to show support for Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi during his visit there, a UMstudents' representative said
t oday.

Penuda Negara president Stephen Doss said it was regrettable that the
gat hering had been m sunderstood, especially by the UM adm nistration and
t he Education M nistry.

The students, frompublic and private institutions of higher I|earning,
al so handed over a nenorandumto Abdul | ah after he had spoken at the UM
Alumi Prem er Lecture on Cct 8.

Doss told reporters this after handing a protest letter to the
Associ ated Press (AP) office here concerning its report that described the
gat hering as peaceful opposition to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed.

"The AP report gives the inpression that the gathering was protesting
agai nst the governnent in connection with Datuk Seri Anwar |brahins
arseni ¢ poi soni ng case," he said.

Penmuda Negara and two ot her students' organisations -- Angkatan Penuda
Warisan and University Students National Action Front -- want AP to make an
open apol ogy for its report.

Abdul | ah met the students at the gathering, and promi sed to study their
menor andum and to have a di al ogue with them

As a result, 35 student |eaders fromvarious organi sati ons and
uni versities have been invited by Abdullah for a cl osed-door dial ogue at
Put raj aya tonorrow.

Doss was acconpani ed by about 20 students to hand over the protest
letter to AP s bureau chief Beth Duff-Brown.
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