16/ 09/ 1999
St udents good in science don't want to be teachers

Chok Suat Ling
KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Mal aysians who excel in science and nmathenmatics are
not interested in beconm ng teachers.

Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today they preferred
to be engineers, doctors or accountants.

"W want to produce nore teachers specialising in science and
mat hematics to hel p enhance the performance, especially of Buniputera
students, in these subjects, but those who excel in these fields do not
want to be teachers,” he told reporters after his mnistry's post-Cabinet
nmeeti ng.

Najib was responding to a proposal brought up at the Fourth Bumni putera
Econom ¢ Congress recently where forner director-general of Education Tan
Sri Dr Wan Zahid Mohd Noordin had urged the CGovernnent to increase the
nunber of teachers specialising in science and mathenatics

Wan Zahid said this would hel p enhance the performance of Buni putera
students.

He said Bumi putera students |agged behind the others in these subjects
not because they were "slow' but because they were not exposed to an
envi ronnent whi ch pronoted an interest in studies.

The performance of students in science and mathenatics had al so been
raised by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad.

Chi nese school students perforned better in these subjects, he said,
causi ng an increasing nunber of Ml ay parents to send their children to
such school s.

Najib said the Governnment was continually making efforts to increase the
pool of teachers in science and mathematics, "but we have this problent.

"So we have to look at other nmeans of ensuring sufficiency in teaching
manpower for the two subjects, for instance, redeploynent and extending
the contracts of teachers.

"W are confident, however, that Smart Schools will expose students to
information technology and ultimately, a better grasp of these two
subj ects. "

Meanwhi | e, Deputy Education M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said Chi nese
school s were becom ng increasingly popul ar anong parents, irrespective of
race.

This was because such schools gave students an opportunity to pick up
three | anguages, adopted lively teaching nethods in science and
mat hematics, and placed much inportance on information technol ogy.

He said the underlying rationale behind the nove was that parents felt
it would put themin a "win-win situation".

"They feel it will give their children an opportunity to learn three
| anguages as besi des Bahasa Ml aysia, English and Mandarin is w dely
used. "
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