20/ 04/ 1999

Students nust study, not burn

STUDENT days are carefree. Studying whether in schools or in institutions
of higher learning entails only one responsibility. That is to study.
Whilst learning facts and principles, students in their formative years

i mbue themselves with noral values that would chart their lifelong career
path as good workers and responsible citizens. They have nothing else to
worry about. Financing studies is the headache of parents. For those who
do not have the neans to pursue higher education, the Government has nade
avai | abl e enornmous funds that are disbursed as scholarships and loans. It
has al so established, developed and nurtured a sound and vast education
system conprising private and public sector schools, universities and
other institutions. The education they collectively provide is

acknowl edged to be anong the best in the world. For that facility,
students must be grateful.

To take to the streets is not an expression of gratitude. "Burn, baby,
burn" m ght have been a catch-all enotive slogan that gal vani sed many
young in other countries in other tinmes. But it is not Mlaysian to
protest violently. Mdre unMal aysian is selling one's tinme and actions for
a fistful of dollars. And it is a shame that sonme students have sold
t henmsel ves and joi ned denobnstrators to burn and destroy public and private
property over the |ast several days.

Perhaps the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad, recuperating
fromhis illness, was goaded by this enotion when he rem nded students on
Sunday to concentrate on their studies. He rightly said that they,

i ncl udi ng under graduates, should not be involved or allow thenselves to be
involved in reformasi denonstrations. Dr Mahathir nmade it clear that
studi es should be their priority, not activities that bring no benefit to
them or the country. Already the country has had a bad press fromthe
foreign nmedia. Many foreign |eaders have nothing but ill-will about the
country. Burnings and denonstrations only give credence to these

prej udi ced negative reports and assessnents.

Students, especially those who have cone of age and are registered
voters, have many other non-disruptive or non-destructive avenues to
express their displeasure about their perceived shortconmngs in the
country, whether they are in the political systemor in the judicia
process. |If they desire change they should seek the changes not through
violent, street denonstrations. That is the way of other people. And we
all know too well the consequences of violence. W have seen themin
countries near and far. They are plainly no good for the country,
especially its econom c well-being.

We agree the young are idealists. But they should tanper their idealism
with the realities of life. As Dr Mahathir said the ultimate victinms of
breaking the laws of the land are the perpetrators thenselves. They m ght
find their studies termnated; their future careers evaporate into thin
air. Al because of a few hours of m sguided expression of fornmented
anger .

Puni shment should be neted out to students apprehended for disrupting
the peace. But the authorities should diligently search out those, who
with a bagful of coins and persuasive rhetoric, have poisoned the mnds of
these students. They, the self-appointed | eaders of change, live in the
shadowy world of the night. But they nust be caught, the sooner the
better. It is the country that is at stake.
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