09 SEP 1999
Mahat hir-Politics
STUDENTS SHOULDN' T GET I NVOLVED I N POLTICS - DR M

BANG , Sept 9 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today
students need to follow political devel opnents but should only get invol ved
in politics after they had conpleting their studies and began wor ki ng.

"Only after conpleting their studies should they get involved, directly
or indirectly, in national politics to influence the way the country is
adm ni stered, " he said.

The prime minister told reporters this after holding a cl osed-door
di al ogue with students of public and private institutions of higher
| earni ng at Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysi a here.

He said students students spent a | ot of noney on their education and
this should not go to waste

Asked on the issues raised by students during the dial ogue, Dr Mahathir
said they touched on students' welfare, financial support and | oans, the
government's view on corruption and the country's administration system
i ncluding political, econonic and social nmatters.

Earlier Dr Mahathir received | oud appl ause when he entered Dewan
Cansel or Tun Abdul Razak together with his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmmh
Mohaned Ali and Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak.

There were cries of "Long Live Mahathir" fromin and outside the hal
and the prinme mnister was al so appl aused while delivering his speech.

Students were also seen lining up to shake hands with the prine
m ni ster and other dignitaries when they entered the hall and again as they
left.

Asked if nore such dial ogue sessions would be held, Dr Mahathir there
was a need to do that and students should cone with an open m nd and be
prepared to hear the expl antai on provi ded.

He said simlar explanation sessions nmust be arranged with other
| eaders because there existed a gap between the information that was bei ng
fed to the students and what was actually happening in the country.

Asked if the gap was due to his decision not to hold frequent neetings
with the sudents, Dr Mahathir said that was only part of the reason

He said he had stayed way from students as he had planned to retire
| ast year.

But due to "certain reasons"” he now has to try to foster a closer
relationship with the students and the academ c staff too.

Asked if today's session showed that students were no | onger agai nst
t he government, Dr Mahathir said not all students were anti-government but
they were seen as such after a snmall group acted that way.

To a question on the nmastering of English | anguage by students, he
said: "W should focus on English and not nmake any m stake about
nati onalism™"

The prinme mnister said sone people m staken synbolic nationalismfor
real nationalism

"Real nationalismnmeans you nust be prepared to do everything possible
for your country. If it means learning English, learn English. If you need
to learn Russian, learn Russian by all neans," he said.

Asked if the students accepted his explanation on the Datuk Seri Anwar

| brahi missue, he said: "I have no neans of know ng but | had the
opportunity to explain by giving exanples."
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