11 OCT 1999
Sul ai man- El ecti on
SULAI MAN DAUD LEAVES I T TO DR MAHATHI R TO DECI DE H S CANDI DACY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 11 (Bernamm) -- Agriculture Mnister Datuk Amar Dr
Sulaiman Daud is leaving it to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to deci de on whether he should be fielded in the comi ng genera
el ection.

Dr Sul ai man, who is the vice president of Parti Pesaka Bum putra
Bersatu (PBB), said that he would not offer his personal views on the issue
of the nomi nation of candidates in the general election as it was the
prerogative of Dr Mahathir, who is the Barisan Nasional (BN) chairnman

"I don't understand why the nedia is so interested in such matters," he
told reporters after opening a forumon "Water Quality Managenent" and the
Sevent h Mal aysi an National Conmittee on Irrigation and Drai nage (Manci d)
conference, here, today.

Dr Sul ai man, who is Menber of Parlianent for Petra Jaya, however
pl edged to continue to serve the people if fielded in the general election

He was commenting on a Bernama report on Oct 5 quoting PBB sources as
saying that Dr Sul ai man woul d be anpbng several incunbents to be dropped
fromthe list of candidates for the general election.

Dr Sulaiman is said to be dropped because he has served for a long tine
and that Petra Jaya, an urban constituency, requires a younger candi date.

According to the sources, anong others to be dropped are Defence
M ni st er Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mistapha, who is MP for Kual a Raj ang, Bukit
Mas MP M chael Lisa Kaya, Kapit MP Janes Ji nbun Pungga and Santubong MP
Rohani Karim

Earlier in his speech, Dr Sul ai man congratul ated Manci d chai r man Dat uk
Kei zrul Abdul I ah who has been el ected vice president of the Internationa
Conmi ssion on Irrigation and Drainage (lcid) at the 50th Icid Internationa
Executive Council Meeting in Granada, Spain, recently.

Icid is a non-governnental international organisation dedicated to
enhance the worl dwi de supply of food for all people by inproving water and
| and managenent .

Icid started its operation on June 24, 1950, with a central office in
New Del hi
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