23 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r - Sul t an
SULTAN ASKS FEDERAL GOVT TO DEVELOP KELANTAN

KOTA BAHARU, July 23 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the Sultan of Kel antan has asked for the federal governnent's
cooperation in overcom ng weaknesses in the state especially probl ens
relating to its devel opnent.

Dr Mahathir said the Ruler conveyed this request personally during an
audi ence and a | uncheon the Sultan hosted for the prime mnister at |stana
Negeri yesterday.

The audi ence was in conjunction with Dr Mahathir's two-day working
visit to the state which ended today.

"l had the opportunity to discuss adm nistrative problens, Kelantan's
progress and problems relating to the construction of east coast roads. W
al so di scussed poverty and devel opment of the hardcore poor and how t he
central governnent can go about overconi ng t hem

"And | think his highness is very concerned about Kel antan's progress
and hi s hi ghness expressed hope that the central governnent can help
overcone the probl ens and weaknesses in Kelantan," Dr Mahathir said at a
press conference here today at the end the visit.

Bef ore the press conference, the prine mnister held a special neeting
with the Kelatan Umo |iaison committee, which was the | ast function on his
itinerary.

Dr Mahathir said the Sultan al so spoke about |ack of allocations as the
cause of the problens the state was facing.

The Sultan al so offered several suggestions as to the nature of
assi stance that the federal government coul d extend to Kel antan, the prine
nm ni ster said.

"Hi s highness is deeply concerned about Kel antan's devel opnent," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

Kel antan Ummo |i ai son chi ef Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, | nformation

M ni ster Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and Rural Devel opnment M ni ster and Kel ant an
BN chai rman Dat uk Annuar Musa were al so present at the press conference
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