31/ 08/ 1999

Syl l abus for Islamc Studies to be revised

JITRA, Mon. - The Islamc¢ Studies syllabus for prinmary and secondary
schools will be revised to address weaknesses.

Announcing this today, Education Mnister Datuk Najib Tun Razak said the
revi sed syll abus would be "ready in a few nonths".

He said the revision was conprehensive with input from various groups,
i ncl udi ng parents and religious schol ars.

Even Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad had given guidelines
on how the syl labus could be inproved.

"W are aware the present syllabus has weaknesses although it is good in
sone areas.

"The present syllabus does not stress enough on the practical side of
I sl am and understanding of the religion,” he told reporters after the
foundati on stone laying cerenpbny at the construction site of the Pusat
Il'mu in Kanpung Pul au Pi sang near here.

The RMb80, 000 i nformati on technol ogy-based centre, to be built on a

1.2ha site, will be used to teach students about |IT, the Quran and
religion.
The Pusat Ilmu will also beconme a venue for religious talks and foruns,

with IT facilities such as tel e-conferencing.

The foundation-stone was laid by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharead.

Al so present were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Sanusi Junid.

Naji b was asked to conment on Dr Mahathir's speech at the opening of
Sekol ah Kebangsaan Bandar Darul aman near here earlier.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said some Muslim parents had requested that
their children be exenpted from attending Islamc Studies classes and
allowed to attend Moral Studies classes instead.

Dr Mahathir said parents opted to send their children for Mral Studies
cl asses because they were angry sone teachers did not convey the true
teachi ngs of Islam

He said sone teachers used the classes for political purposes including
instilling hatred for the Governnent.

However, Dr Mahathir said, Mislim students were unable to opt for Nobral
Studi es because it was conpulsory for themto attend Islanmic Studies
cl asses.

Asked if the Government would consider giving options to Mislim students
to choose which subject they wanted to take, Najib said it would not be
done.

He said the rvised syllabus would satisfy all parties.

( END)
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