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Mahat hi r - Anwar
SYMPATHY SHOULD NOT BE A FACTOR, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

BUKI T MERTAJAM Nov 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today sympathy should not be a factor in determ ning
the outcome of the general election which needs every voter to nake a w se
deci si on.

Referring to the sacking of his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim he
said he was aware that many people were sad over Anwar's fate and this
i ncluded hinsel f, especially when he knew Anwar' w fe and chil dren.

"However, today we are having an election, not to let off steamor
anger...and factors |i ke sadness and synpathy should not be used as a basis
for decision," he said.

"Al'though he is nmy friend, | have to choose between friend and
country," Dr Mahathir sai d when opening the Seberang Prai Pol ytechnic, near
here, which is in the Permatang Pauh parlianentary constituency.

The constituency will see a straight fight between the Barisan
Nasi onal's (BN) Datuk Dr |brahi m Saad and Keadil an presi dent Datin Seri Dr
WAn Azi zah Wan Isnail, who is Anwar's wife, in the general election on
Monday.

Dr Mahathir said Wan Azi zah had used the synpathy factor to garner
votes in the constituency.

Speaking at length on his reasons for sacking Anwar as deputy prine
m ni ster and finance mnister, Dr Mahathir said what befell Anwar was his
own doi ng and he had not been victim sed.

"We did not victinmse the former deputy prine mnister. No one
victim sed him he brought it onto hinself with his behaviour," he said.

"I nmyself did not expect it because for 16 years | regarded him as
pious, true to Islam Finally | obtained clear proof that he is not what he
is portrayed to be," he said.

The prime minister said that because of this, he found his forner
deputy to be not qualified to succeed himas the country's | eader.

"Unfortunately for himand for me, I find himnot qualified,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir said he could not explain further on Anwar's acts because
Anwar' s case was pendi ng.

He proposed to give further explanations after the trial.

Anwar was jailed for six years for corrupt practice and i s now bei ng
tried for sodony.

Dr Mahathir said he had intended to step down after the Commobnweal t h
Ganes | ast year but had to defer the decision because he was worried that
his successor woul d not be able to handl e the econom ¢ downturn affecting
the country then.

He said he had cl ear proof agai nst Anwar in Septenber |ast year and so
did not hesitate to drop himfromthe governnent.

"Al though he is nmy friend, he had to be dropped because | have to put
the country's interest above all el se.

"That is the only power | have as a prinme mnister. | cannot do
anything el se," he said.

Umo then took disciplinary action according to the party's regul ations
to sack Anwar fromhis party post and as an Umo nenber, he said

Dr Mahathir adnmitted that in the beginning he | oved Anwar and trusted
himto the extent of giving hima chance to hold an inportant post in the
governnent until he becanme deputy prine mnister and finance minister.

In fact he did not stop Anwar from contesting for key posts in Ummo



i ncluding that of deputy president although he did not agree with Anwar's
i ntention.

"Because | love this person...although he is anbitious, | felt that he
had talent to be PM | told ny colleagues in the cabinet that this is the
person to replace nme," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that only after obtaining proof did he realise that
his fornmer deputy was not what he thought himto be.

Dr Mahathir said he realised Anwar's weakness when he saw hi m handl i ng
the financial crisis according to the bidding of the International Mnetary
Fund (I MF).

Anwar's deci sions caused the nation's econony to take a turn for the
wor se when interest rates were rai sed and | oans reduced, putting nore banks
and businesses in serious condition and at risk of w nding up, he said.

"As a cabinet nenber, | allowed himto use his discretion, but when he
i nposed these conditions our econony becane worse.

"Clearly he did not know and was not skilled enough in managi ng t he
country's economnmy. Because of that, the MIEN (Nati onal Econonic Action
Council) took over the job and we crafted our own nmethod to nanage the
econony," he said.

The prime mnister said although Mal aysia had received many criticisms,
it was now regarded as a country that had succeeded in overcom ng the
econom ¢ downturn on its own wi thout outside help.

"Wt don't care about anyone's criticism Today our econony has
recovered and the busi nessnen and workers are no | onger under pressure. |f
we had followed the | M s advice we would still be poor,"” he said.
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