15 JAN 1999
Yout h- DPM
SYSTEM OF APPQO NTI NG DPM HAS ALWAYS WORKED, SAYS UWNO YOUTH

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 15 (Bernamm) -- The system of appointing a Deputy
Prime Mnister by the Prinme Mnister of Ml aysia has al ways worked, Ummo
Yout h sai d t oday.

Its chairman of the international affairs council Abdul Azi m Mohd
Zabidi said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad nmade his choice
just as he did in 1986, and fornmer Prime Mnister Tun Hussein Onn did 10
years before that and simlarly by Tun Abdul Razak Hussein in 1973.

As to the appoi ntnent of Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi as the Deputy Prine Mnister last friday, he said it was nmade after
Dr Mahathir consulted another party vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak and former Finance M nister Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah.

Bot h pl edged support for Abdul | ah whom they consi dered as the right
choice, he said in a statenment responding to an article in the Jan 11 issue
of the Asian Wall Street Journal which the novenent deenmed as bi ased and
pr ej udi ced.

The article titled "Mahathir Fills Key Positions Wth Loyalists But
Choi ce of Deputy Could Roil UWNO Party Elections Put Of'" by Leslie
Lopez, anong others, clainmed that Dr Mahat hir had reasserted his grip by
appointing two loyalists -- Abdullah and Tun Dai m Zai nuddin -- to key
positions and dodged a potential challenge by postponing party el ections.

Abdul Azimsaid the article was full of inaccuracies and
i nconsi stencies right fromthe first paragraph

It also reflected bias and prejudice on the part of Lopez which to a
| arge extent show that he either was unaware of historical evidence and
facts or chosed to ignore them

Lopez al so said Abdul | ah's appoi ntnment could "further fracture Umo"
and the Cabi net reshuffle showed the pronotion of other |oyalists and
denotion of politicians aligned to former deputy prine mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m

Abdul Azim al so chided political econom st K Jonb Sundramfor his
remarks in the article, saying that Dr Mahathir had alienated Najib and
Tengku Razal ei gh by not choosi ng them

Inline with party tradition, he said Dr Mahathir had to choose from
either Najib or Abdullah, who are in the next |ine of succession.

"I would like to suggest that Lopez and Sundram | ook at historica
evidence as they woul d be abl e to deduce that whenever there has been a
vacancy in Umo for the Nunber Two post, one of the vice-president has
al ways been chosen to fill the slot," he said.

In 1973, upon the death of the then Deputy Prinme Mnister Tun Dr |snail
Abdul Rahman, Razak appoi nted Hussein, who was then the third
vi ce- presi dent .

In 1976, when Tun Razak died, Hussein appointed Dr Mahathir, who was
then the third vice-president and in 1986 when forner deputy prine mnister
Dat uk Musa Hitamresi gned, Dr Mahathir appoi nted Tun Ghafar Baba, who was
al so the third vice-president.

On clains that Dr Mahathir appointed two |loyalists -- Abdullah to Hone
M nistry and Daimto Finance M nistry, Abdul Azi masked how Dr Mahathir
gai ned by giving up the two ministries whereas he woul d be nore powerful if
he retained the two ministries.
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