25/ 08/ 1999
"Wonen nust take part in all levels of policy-naking'

Pat vi nder Si ngh and Jason Gerald
KUANTAN, Tues. - Wnen's representati on should be at all |evels of policy-
maki ng, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

He said the participation of women was evident in neetings to determ ne
policy, which was a departure fromearlier tines.

"It is interesting that wonen's high achievenents in this country are
based on their own efforts and abilities and not because there were wonen
quot as. They succeeded on their nerits,” he said.

Speaki ng at the | aunch of the National Wwnen's Day 1999, Abdullah said
he fully supported enpowernent of wonen and wonen | eaders were quite
proficient nowin pronoting their careers.

He said many wonmen were now doctors, engineers, architects and
accountants and that the teaching profession was nonopol i sed by womren.

"Statistics for 1998 show that femal e students regi stered at pre-
university level were 65.3 per cent while 54.5 per cent of 79,014 students
at public institutions of higher |earning were wonen," Abdul | ah sai d.

O the fenal e students, 61.2 per cent were pursuing | aw, econom cs,
managenent and account ancy.

Abdul | ah was representing Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
at the | aunch.

Al so present were Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Adnan Yaakob, Nationa
Unity and Soci al Devel opnent M nister Datin Paduka Zal eha |snail
Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and Mnister in the Prine
M nister's Departnent Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man.

Abdul I ah al so said the principles of norality and val ues nust be uphel d
in educating children, teaching themrespect for elders and di schargi ng
parental duties.

"Qur success must not be based on high economic growh al one; we cannot
be proud if there are famly-related social problens, to the extent that
worren and children do not receive proper attention,” he said.

Abdul I ah said wonen who chose to be full-tinme housew ves shoul d not be
| ooked down upon as it was a noble but difficult task to performin nodern
tines.

"What is inportant is that every encouragenent nust be given to wonen to
succeed in whatever field they choose."

Meanwhi | e, Zal eha sai d noderni sati on and devel opment of the conmunity,
compl enented by the sophisticated technol ogy and conmuni cati on system has
changed the famly institution in areas |like fam |y values, attitude and
practices.

"This changing trend is one of the challenges in our attenpt to create a
caring society which also has sone inplications to wonen, especially in
i ssues such as caring for and educating children, old folks and famly
nmenbers who are sick," she said.

Zal eha said the thene for this year's cel ebration, "Wnen - Base For a
Happy Fanily" (Wanita Asas Keluarga Bahagia) was in |line with the fact
that wonen, as a wife or a nother was like a pulse in a famly.

She added that in the Governnment's attenpt to further strengthen the
famly institution, it had all ocated RM0O million under the Wnen's
Devel opnent Action Plan. She hoped that with the plan, wonmen woul d be able
to create a new generation of leaders in facing the transition.
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