10 NOV 1999
Par | i anment - Debat e
TALK OF ELECTI ON AFFECTS MPs ENTHUSI ASM | N DEBATE

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 10 (Bernamm) -- Tal k of inmnent dissolution of
Parlianment today seenmed to have affected nenbers' enthusiasmin taking part
in the current Dewan Rakyat debate on the federal budget for next year.

Menbers were visibly opting to gather at the | obby rather than inside
the House which started its daily business at 10 am

Even well|l before today's sitting conmenced, governnent and opposition
back-benchers sought confirmation fromjournalists about the inpending
di ssol ution of Parlianent.

"I'"'mnot surprised in Parliament is dissolved today," Mhanmad Sabu
(PAS- Kubang Kerian) told reporters who approached himat the | obby.

"I'"'mover," said a smling Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di (BN Bagan Datoh) as
he entered the House

Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong) was the first nenber to take the fl oor
today and began his debate expressing thanks, adding: "This nmay be the | ast
time | address the House."

"Yes, the last tinme indeed," cane the volunteered reply from governnent
back- bechers.

In his debate Tan proposed that the governi ng Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
coalition hold a dialogue with the four-party opposition alliance calling
itself the alternative front to ensure that the comning general election
will be the cleanest in the country's history.

Tan, who is also DAP vice-chairman, said he nmade the suggestion in the
light of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad expressing fears
that the com ng general election could be the "dirtiest and full of
trickeries".

"As such | ask of the prinme mnister, as a statesman, to ensure that
the general election this tine around is the cleanest,” Tan said debating
the Supply Bill 2000.

Tan said that towards that end, as prine ninister, Dr Mahathir has the
capability and anpl e nachi nery.

"I therefore ask of the prinme mnister to ensure that everything
(election preparations) is very well done as he has anpl e capability,
sai d.

Such an assurance by the prine mnister would al so exenplify the BN s
spirit of tolerance, Tan added.

In his debate, Chang See Ten (BN Cel ang Patah) criticised |ocal
authorities for inplenmenting and enforcing differing policies and rul es
according to areas.

"Enforcement is so glaringly inconsistent as if the country is nmade of
geographically, politically and soci o-econom cally different parts,” he
sai d.

Chang proposed that local authorities sinplify their rules and |laws for
smoot h admi ni stration of the various matters.

For instance, he added, |ocal governments in the various states could
st andar di se the i ssuance of business |icences.

The current parlianent will be formally dissolved tonorrow to pave way
for the country's 10th general el ection.
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