07/ 08/ 1999
Tal ks on economic, political situation

Ham sah Ham d

PRI ME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will attend a di al ogue
session with prom nent econom sts, businessnen and political |eaders to
di scuss the future business and political scenario in Milaysia.

The di al ogue will also be attended by a "controversial" econonm st, Ford

I nternational Professor of Econom cs at Massachusetts Institute of
Technol ogy Prof essor Paul Krugman.

At a news conference to announce the event, Strategic Intelligence (M
Sdn Bhd (SIM president Tan Sri (Dr) LimKok Wng said the dialogue will
bring together Dr Mahathir and Krugman for the first tinme in the country.
The breakfast dialogue will be held on August 27 in conjunction with

Mal aysi an Busi ness Forecast Sem nar, which is organised by SIM

Limsaid while Dr Mahathir speaks his nmind on issues that often put him
at | oggerheads with superpowers and adopts unorthodox neasures to protect
the country fromcurrency nani pulators, Krugman is well-known for its

di vergent view fromthe mai nstream and an author of nore than a dozen
books.

Krugman has given an early warning on the Asian crisis before it
actual |y happened and is al so known for his support of selective capital
control neasures taken by Ml aysia during the regional currency crisis.
"The di al ogue woul d gi ve opportunity for the invited participants to

di scuss about Ml aysia's future econonmic and political situation with
these two influential figures," he said.

Sone 60 experts, representing various fields, including economcs,
politics and nedia, will be invited in the one-and-a-hal f-hour, closed-
door di al ogue.

This will be followed by the senminar, to be attended by sone 300 peopl e,
i ncl udi ng forei gners.

"The seni nar brings together a nunber of experts, corporate and

political |eaders who will deliberate on issues that determ ne the future
direction of the Ml aysian econom ¢ and busi ness environment,"” he said,
adding that participants will also discuss issues pertinent to the present
of econonic recovery.

There will be two sessions of the seminar. The first session on "Asia In
The New Econonic Environnent” will be chaired by Educati on M nister Dat uk
Seri Najib Tun Razak.

Krugman wi ||l be the main speaker at this session, who will talk on
"Managi ng The Paradi gm Shift In Asia's New Econom ¢ Environnent”.

The second session, "Prospect For Ml aysi an Business", will be chaired
by Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Myhaned.

O her invited speakers on the panel s of discussion are forner Bank
Negara deputy governor and Lin Associates chairman Tan Sri Dr Lin See Yan
Bank Negara Mal aysia governor Tan Sri Ali Abul Hassan Sul ai man, Datuk Dr
Zai nal Aznam Yusof, who is a menber of the National Economic Action
Counci | worki ng group and Andersen Consul ti ng nanagi ng partner Larry Gan
Limis hopeful that the sem nar will bring about useful ideas to
expedite the country's economi c recovery.

On the new y-established organi sation, SIMdeputy president Abdul Razak
Baginda said it is involved in providing economc and political analysis
that are helful in decision-naking for its subscribers such as conpani es
or governments.

The regi onal organi sati on works with an extensi ve network of | ocal



comment ators and anal ysts froma broad range of business, political and
academ ¢ backgrounds in Asian countries.

Currently, Strategic Intelligence is based in Singapore, Jakarta and
Kual a Lunpur.

( END)



	Talks on economic, political situation (NST 07/08/1999)

