06 JAN 1999

TAM L NADU CH EF M NI STER ARRI VES TOMORROW

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 6 (Bernama) -- Tanmi|l Nadu Chief Mnister
M Karunani dhi will arrive here tonorrow for a three-day visit to invite
Mal aysi an participation in the devel opnment of roads and hi ghways in the
Sout h I ndian state.

Tam | Nadu al so hoped to learn from Mal aysia's experience in the
privatisation of infrastructure projects, Indian H gh Com ssion officials
sai d.

Karunani dhi will call on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
and also hold talks with Wirks M nister Datuk Seri S.Samy Vel l u,

I nternational Trade and I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and
attend a di nner hosted by the Associ ated I ndi an Chanber of Commerce here.

This is the second visit to Malaysia for the 76-year-old politician who
is serving a fourth time as Chief Mnister of the largely Tam | speaking
state.

Hs talks with the Works M nister and the private sector were expected
to focus on the possibility of Ml aysian conpani es taking part in Tam|l
Nadu' s hi ghway and road construction projects.

Anong others, the Tanmi| Nadu government is planning to build an
el evat ed expressway |inking the Chennai Port and Tanbaram one of its
suburbs. Currently, Malaysia' s | GM Corporation Berhad is involved in the
construction of the Chennai Expressway costing RVBO million.

Several Mal aysi an | ndependant Power Producers (IPP) have bi dded and won
power projects in Tam | Nadu, including a 1000 negawatt project in
Cuddal ore and a 600 negawatt project in North Chennai.

Tam | Nadu with some 55 million people is the fifth argest state
econony in India.
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