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TANJONG MALI M TO HAVE PROTON & MERCEDES- BENZ PLANTS

By: Arul Rajoo

TANJONG MALIM Nov 25 (Bernama) -- Froma small agriculture town known
more for its "pau" or dunplings, Tanjong Malimis set to becone a mgjor hub
for the autonobile industry and educati on.

Two maj or car makers, national car maker Perusahaan Ot onobil Nasiona
Bhd (Proton) and Germany's Mercedez Benz, are to set up their plants here,
a constituency which has 54, 685 voters.

The ground- breaki ng cerenmony for Proton's second plant to be located in
Proton City near Behrang U u was officiated by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad in 1997 but the econom ¢ sl owdown forced the project to be
def erred.

However, Tanjong Malim s incunbent nenber of parlianent, Datuk Loke
Yuen Yow, assured that the project would certainly take of f when the
current econom c recovery reached a certain | evel.

"I't (Proton City) will not be shifted el sewhere," said Loke, referring
to the project which is expected to cost RMLO billion over 14 years. In the
first phase, it is slated to produce 250,000 cars annual ly.

The Deputy Youth and Sports Mnister, who has been the the MP since
1986, will face Keadilan's Wng Nam Yeong in the general election. In 1995,
he won by a majority of 20,664 votes.

Wiile the Proton City is |ocated about 12km fromthe Perak- Sel angor
border, Bidor town in the north woul d probably house the Mercedes-Benz van
producti on pl ant.

"This project is currently being discussed between the state governnent
and the conpany concerned. It was planned nuch earlier but again the
econom ¢ sl omdown caused havoc, " said Loke.

Under the Tanjong Malim Master Devel opnent Pl an, one major industrial
site and two maj or townshi ps woul d be devel oped, he said.

Al t hough the Proton City project had been deferred, a RMLOO million
four-lane road connecting Tanjong Malimand Behrang Uu is currently under
construction and is expected to be conpleted by the m ddl e of next year

Anot her nmaj or boost for the constituents is an al nbost conpl eted
hospital costing RML66 million in SlimRiver.

"This hospital will have specialists and it will cover not only the
Tanj ong Malimconstituency but up to Tapah and Kual a Kubu Baharu, " Loke
sai d.

He said while the first teaching college in the country had been
upgraded to the University Pendidi kan Sultan Idris, several other higher
| earning institutions were being planned for the district.

He said a pol ytechnic was comng up in Sungai Behrang while the Survey
and Mappi ng Departnent Institute (Jabatan Ukur and Penetaan) woul d take
shape in Dianond Creeks, a resort near Proton City.

Loke said a bridge over the railway crossing in Tanjong Malimhad been
approved and the site was already identified.

"Wth all this, Tanjong Malimis going to be a new industrial and
education zone. This will spur econom c growth and generate enpl oynent," he
sai d.

Vari ous devel opnents taking shape had certainly raised BN s chances of
wi nni ng the seat that had al ways been consi dered a safe haven for the
ruling coalition.

"Thi ngs | ook good but we cannot be conpl acent. W are working hard and
response fromthe Chinese and Indian voters are very good but the Ml ays



are split alittle," he said.

Loke said PAS had been working hard in the Malay areas for the past six
mont hs by exploiting national issues and BN was maki ng house-to-house calls
to explain to the people the actual situation.

"There is a English saying...a bird in the hand is worth two in the
bush. We are not perfect but BN has proven its ability to serve the
peopl e,” he said. -- BERNAMVA
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