29 JUN 1999
Mal aysi a- Bot swana
TAP BUSI NESS PROSPECTS | N BOTSWANA, PRI VATE SECTOR TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, June 29 (Bernama) -- Deputy Foreign Mnister Datuk Dr Leo
M chael Toyad today called on the Ml aysi an private sector to seek trade
and i nvestment opportunities in the southern African state of Botswana.

By doi ng so, the Ml aysi an busi ness community could also tap the growth
potential of the Southern African Devel opment Community (SADC), a regiona
groupi ng i n which Botswana is a menber, he said.

Bot swana coul d al so serve as a centre for Ml aysi an conpani es to | aunch
econom ¢ activities in its neighbouring countries, he said at the opening
of the Botswana Consul ate, here.

Mal aysi a's wel | - known corporate figure Datuk Dr Mohan Swanmi has been
appoi nted the republic's honorary consul

Land- 1 ocked Bot swana, nei gbouring Nami bia, South Africa and Zi mbabwe,
has a 1.6 million population. It gained I ndependence fromBritain on Sept
30, 1966.

On a wi der perspective, Toyad said, the spirit of South-South
Cooperation remai ned an i nportant basis for Ml aysi a- Bot swana rel ati ons.

The | ong di stance between the two countries was no hindrance to forging
cl oser cooperation, he said.

Toyad sai d greater people-to-people interaction nust be encouraged
between the two countries especially anpong arti stes, academ ci ans, students
and busi nessnen.

Speaki ng at the function, Botswana H gh Conmi ssioner to Malaysia A M
Dube sai d opening of the consulate was an inportant mlestone in relations
bet ween Kual a Lunmpur and Gaborone and a first step towards an eventual
resident mssion in Ml aysia when conditions pernit.

Descri bing the two-way rel ati ons as strong, he said, there were good
i ndi cati ons of sustainable econom c benefits for both sides in the | ong
run.

"I'n this respect, | nust pay special tribute to Prine Mnsiter Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and our former President Sir Ketumile Msire whose
personal friendship and their strong comm tnent to Sout h- Sout h Cooperation
were instrunental in forging the strong bond of friendship and cooperation
bet ween our people,” he added.
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