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RMLOO M LLION SU T: SUN MEDI A FI LES STATEMENT OF DEFENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 11 (Bernama) -- The Sun Medi a Corporation Sdn Bhd
filed its statenment of defence at the High Court here today to a RMLOO
mllion |ibel suit brought against it by former deputy prinme mnister Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahim

It was filed by Messrs V. Siva and Partners at the High Court Registry
at W sma Denmar k

Inits statement of defence, the conpany clained that the words in an
article allegedly containing |libel published by its newspaper, "The Sun",
on Sept 23 | ast year were published upon an occasion of qualified
privil ege.

It saidit was its legal, noral and social duty to publish the said
words to readers of its newspaper who had a legitimate interest to receive
the i nformation

Its conduct in publishing the words was therefore reasonable, its said.

Sun Media also clainmed that the publication was a public interest issue
and it should, therefore, be protected.

The statenent of defence also included the full text of what Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had said at a news conference he
hel d on Sept 22 | ast year and al so questions he was asked by journalists.

The conpany clained that it was the prinme minister's public duty to
explain to the general public the dismssal of Anwar fromhis posts and it
was the duty of the nmedia to convey that explanation to the general public
as the general public had a corresponding interest to hear the explanation.

Anwar filed the suit on Jan 26, alleging that the company had published
the article containing Iibel under the heading ""Anwar's behavi our
despi cable: PM'.

He is al so seeking an injunction to restrain The Sun Media Corporation,
fornmerly known as Sun Media G oup Sdn Bhd, by its directors, servants
and/ or agents, fromfurther publishing the said or any sinilar Iibel upon
hi m

He is al so seeking interest, costs and any further or other relief
deened fit and proper by the court.

Anwar, 51, who was sacked fromhis posts as deputy prine mnister and
finance mnister on Sept 2 |ast year, is facing five charges of sodony and
five of corrupt practice.
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