16 MAY 1999
Naj i b- Teachers
TEACHERS | MPORTANT TO KNOALEDGE- BASED ECONOWY

KUALA LUVPUR, May 16 (Bernama) -- Teachers are an inportant conponent
i n produci ng a progressive society with a know edge- based econony,
Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

He sai d such an econony needed teachers who could create a thinking and
educated society with a reading culture and capabl e of collating
information for know edge.

"Since the pre-independence era, the role played by teachers has been
nmost significant. Their struggle nowis to place the race and country on
par with other devel oped nations," he said at the |aunch of the Teachers
Day cel ebration, here.

Najib said the ultimate goal of education was to produce smart,
creative and nobl e individuals who prioritised a know edge-based cul ture.

He said that in recognition of the teacher's service to the nation, the
governnent had i npl enent ed vari ous progranmes for themincluding setting up
the Sultan ldris Education University to realise the dream of educators.

The national -1 evel cel ebration attended by 4,500 educators and teachers
fromall over the country was | aunched by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Dr Mahathir al so presented awards to five outstanding teachers -- --
Puan Ml |y Chong, Haji Mhaned Mokhtar Talib, Hajjah Rahmah Hussain, Haji
Hanbal i Abdul Razak and Haji Kasi m Muhammad -- all of whom had retired.
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