25 MAR 1999
Pol i ce- Mahat hi r
TELEKOM HELP SQUGHT TO TRACE CALLER

ALOR SETAR, March 25 (Bernanma) -- The special police team probing the
death threat on Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad has sought
the cooperation of Tel ekom Mal aysia to trace the tel ephone nunber of the
caller.

Kedah police chief Datuk Nik Ismail Yusof said the team conprising
officers fromthe Crimnal Investigation Departnent (ClD) had al so recorded
statenments fromthe officers and staff of the Welfare Servi ces Depart nent
as the caller had identified hinself as an officer of the departnent.

The teamwoul d al so interview politicians and others who coul d assi st
inthe investigations, he told reporters after witnessing the Police Day
parade and presenting commendation letters to 22 policenen and seven
civilians here today.

Former Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Gsnan Aroff | odged a report on the
death threat to Nik Ismail at the state police headquarters on Tuesday.

In his report, Gsnan, who is Dr Mahathir's personal assistant in Kubang
Pasu, said that he received the threatening call froma man at his
residence in Jalan Menteri at about 12.50am| ast Sunday.

The caller, who identified hinself as an officer fromthe Welfare
Servi ces Department, had asked himto informDr Mahathir to cancel his
working visit to Kedah failing which " we will shoot Dr Mahathir if he
cones. "

Nik Ismail said police did not rule out the possibility that the
tel ephone call was nerely a political gimrck or the work of those out to
create trouble.

He said police would not conprom se on security and that was the reason
why security was beefed up during Dr Mahathir's two-day visit to Kedah on
Sunday.

He said the case was being investigated under Section 507 of the Pena
Code which carries 11 years' maximumjail sentence, upon conviction.

Among the civilians who received the cormendation |letters were State
Education Director Hassan Hashi mand Mbohd Zahari Mrad, a Bernana reporter
fromthe Kedah bureau.

Asked to comrent on tonight's gathering by PAS, Nik Ismail said it was
an illegal assenbly as no police permt had been issued.

He said PAS did not apply for a police permt for the gathering. He
advi sed the public not to attend it.

According to the leaflets distributed to the public and published in
Har akah, the party's official organ, the "Hi npunan Perpaduan Rakyat Kedah"
(Kedah People's Unity Gathering) would be held at a place between the Darul
Aman St adi um and Kanmpung Mergong, Jalan Putera at 9pm

Ni k Ismail warned the organisers that police would be forced to take
action if they went ahead with the gathering.

He said police have taken action agai nst two organi sers of PAS
gatherings in Jitra last nonth for breach of ceramah rul es.
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