04/ 03/ 1999
Tenpo of canpai gn speedi ng up

Rashi d Yusof in Kota Kinabal u

THE weat her yesterday at the fog-covered Gunung Emas Resort (altitude:
6, 000ft) di pped below 15 Cel sius, a stark contrast to the political
tenperature in Sabah w th canpai gni ng reaching feverish pitch

Thi s hi ghl and straddl es the border between the Mbyog and Tambunan
constituencies, two of the 48 seats being keenly contested in an el ection
whi ch has already stirred sone drama and about-turns.

Tan Sri Bernard Donpok, the Chief Mnister and State BN chairman, is
involved in a major contest in defending Moyog, while Tanbunan has been
the seat of power of Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan since 1976.

"It istime to end politics with racial connotations. It is outdated,"
sai d Donpok in Penanpang yest er day.

Li ke Dompok, all over Sabah, politicians were yesterday hitting the
canpaign trail with Kota Ki nabal u and other nmajor towns draped in posters.

Wth the candidates very nuch confirned after a few spectacul ar
devel opnents in the last minute, streets were festooned with newy printed
posters of candi dates.

A particularly promnent billboard outside the Parti Bersekutu head
office in Kota Kinabal u procl ai ned: "Kerajaan Baru. Kerajaan Bersekutu"
acconpani ed by a picture of Datuk Harris Sall eh.

Harris went canpai ging in Lahad Datu yesterday, where Bersekutu's
candi date Abdillah Abdul Hami d, who | eft Umo on Mnday, is facing, anong
ot hers, BN s Shansu Bahar om Abdul Rahman.

BN, PBS and Parti Bersekutu are fielding candidates in all the
constituenci es.

Al'l over Sabah, in the nunerous operations roons, suns will feature
prom nently fromnow as strategists go over figures on the nunber of fence
sitters and how t he respective communities will vote.

But nmore inportantly, much of their energies and mind ganes will be
channelled into the battle where it really matters - on the ground. Wich
means for the next nine days, many of the 199 candi dates will be hol ed up
in their constituencies taking every opportunity to talk to voters.

Infrastructure |like roads and electricity will feature prominently in
this election.

"BNw |l bring nore infrastructure,"” said Datuk Ghafur Salleh, the BN
candi date facing his younger brother, Hanmud, in Kal abakan.

"I just got back from house-to-house canvassing," said Datuk Chong Kah
Ki at, president of the Liberal Denocratic Party, when contacted i n Kudat
where he is locked in a najor battle with his one-time No 2, Datuk Kong
Hong M ng.

Dat uk Chau Tet On (BN candidate in Api-Api) by conparison has a nmuch
easi er task than many others. Hi s constituency covers the heart of Kota
Ki nabal u, and yesterday he hopped from one busi ness prenise to another.

H s team nmenbers, including supporters in the navy blue BN hats, were
negoti ating the busy streets of Kota Kinabalu at a |leisurely pace. A short
di stance froma coffee shop Chau went to yesterday, was a snmall counter
bel onging to Parti Bersekutu.

Chau is the sol e MCA candi date contesting under the BN ticket.

Many others will have to conb an expanse of sparsely popul ated areas
taki ng themthrough roads that cut across a | andscape of rolling hills and
wi ndi ng rivers.

Pairin in Tanbunan woul d have been one of those with difficult terrain



to conquer, but when a group of reporters visited his constituency
yesterday the president of Parti Bersatu Sabah was not in town. He was
| eadi ng the PBS canpai gn i n Tawau.

At a T-junction |leading to Tanmbunan and Ranau, supporters of Pairin were
putting up a banner that says: "PBS fights for all."

In places |ike Ranau and Kundasang, whi ch has a marvel | ous vi ew of Munt
Ki nabal u, the poster war is just picking up. But various, unfavourable
interpretations of what PBS stands for were displ ayed.

One said PBS neant Penbel ot Bangsa Sendiri (|l oosely translated: Traitor
of its own community).

Despite the presence of other candi dates, Ranau in the heart of Sabah's
interior, will see a fight between two information chiefs - Siringan Gubat
of Parti Denokrati k Sabah and Henrynus Am n of PBS.

Yest erday, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi again
made a dash to Kota Kinabalu and today, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is arriving for a three-day visit.

Dr Mahathir will be neeting the people at Dewan Menggatal in Kota
Ki nabal u t oni ght.

During his stay, Dr Mahathir will speak at gatherings held in the
constituency of Likas where Datuk Yong Teck Lee, |eader of the Sabah
Progressive Party, is being challenged by Harris Salleh and al so i n Myyog.

( END)
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