14 JUN 1999
Razal ei gh- Umo
TENGKU RAZALEI GH DI SM SSES TALK OF POLI TI CAL APPOI NTMENT

GUA MUSANG, June 14 (Bernama) -- Tengku Razal ei gh Hanezah sai d today he
is not aware of any nmove to appoint himthe Kel antan Umo chief despite
fresh rumours to this effect.

The former Parti Mel ayu Sermangat 46 (S46) president said he had not net
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad to di scuss the matter

"This (kind of) rumour will be spread by people fond of spreadi ng
rumours. | amin the dark,"” he told reporters after the opening of a palm
oil mll by the Sultan of Kel antan here.

Dr Mahathir is the Umo president and Kelantan Umo |iaison committee
chai r man.

Tal k has surfaced again that Tengku Razal ei gh, who is Gua Musang Umo
di vi sion chief, would be given the post although he had repeatedly rul ed
out the possibility of himtaking up the appoi ntnment.

Tengku Razal ei gh, a former Finance Mnister, also said there were clear
signs that the country's econony was recovering, and no one could deny this
positive devel opnent.

"Not only was the governnent bond offer well received but shares that
previously plumreted are now hunted by investors...if they are not
confident, they would not have bought the shares," he said.

He said other indicators of econom c recovery were the governnment's
award of special paynent to civil servants and the increase in work
opportunities.

Tengku Razal ei gh said this when asked to conment on opposition
al I egations that the Barisan Nasional (BN) governnent's statenents about
econom ¢ recovery were just el ection propaganda.

He said everyone including the opposition should support the
governnent's efforts to speed up economi c recovery.
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