16/ 12/ 1999
Terengganu wants project to proceed

Azur a Abas

KUALA TERENGGANU, Wed. - The Pas-led State Governnent wants the East Coast
H ghway project to proceed as planned as it will become the catal yst for
devel opnent, Menteri Besar Abdul Hadi Awang sai d today.

He said the State Governnent was prepared to neet and di scuss the matter
with the Federal Government to iron out any m sunderstanding that could
di srupt the project.

However, he said, before the neeting could take place, Wrks M nister
Datuk Seri S. Samy Vel lu shoul d stop maki ng assunptions that the State
Governnent would not allowtoll to be collected at the hi ghway, thus
declaring that the project would stop at Kuantan instead.

"We can still reach sone formof agreenment on toll collection," he told
reporters after a courtesy call by DAP chairman LimKit Siang at Wsnma
Darul | man today. Abdul Hadi had earlier chaired the Exco neeting. Also
present were DAP vice-chairmen Dr Tan Siew G aw and Li m Guan Eng and
secretary-general Kerk Ki mHock.

It was initially proposed that the RML.4 billion East Coast H ghway be
built over a 338kmdi stance fromKarak to Kuantan in Pahang and from
Kuantan to Cendering in Kual a Ter engganu.

For the first phase, the Governnment woul d spend RMB30 million. It would
cover a distance of 107km with the first parcel of 57km from Kual a
Terengganu to Bukit Besi and the second from Karak to Tenerl oh.

When the entire project is conpleted in 2003, nmotorists will reduce
their travelling tinme fromseven to four hours.

On the Deputy Menteri Besar's post, Abdul Hadi said there was no such
provision in the State Constitution and this prevented the adm nistration
fromappointing a Deputy Menteri Besar.

"If there is a necessity, we will give it serious consideration. But at
the nonent, | can still handle ny duties as Menteri Besar and as a
parlianentarian," he added.

Abdul Hadi al so stressed that the opposition front would not break up
despite attenpts by the nedia to create the inpression that this would
happen i nmedi ately after the el ection.

Limlater told reporters that he was satisfied with the Pas-led State
Governnent, especially its efforts to nmake its administration transparent
and in line with the opposition front's manifesto.

He al so commended the nove by Pas | eaders to declare their assets and
said that such a nove "shoul d be enulated by (Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri)
Dr Mahat hir (Mohanad) and Bari san Nasi onal | eaders.™

Li m al so supported Pas' decision to set up the Hi sbah conmttee chaired
by fornmer Lord President Tun Salleh Abas to | ook into conplaints nade by
t he peopl e, including any wongdoi ng by the State Governnent.

"The country needs to have this check-and-bal ance nmechani smto saf eguard
the people's rights," he added.

Asked whet her DAP woul d proceed with | egal action against Pas if the
latter inplenented Islamc |aws, including kharaj tax, Limsaid: "This
(intention to take | egal action) has been overtaken by events."

However, his son Lim Guan Eng said Pas had agreed not to inplenent any
Islamic |laws or practices wthout the consent of the non-Mislimcommunity.
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