16/ 09/ 1999

10 Asean ministers to sign accord

THE 10 Associ ation of South-East Asian Nations (Asean) transport mnisters
are expected to sign Protocols 3 and 4 of the Asean Framewor k Agreement on
the Facilitation of Goods in Transit during the Fifth Asean Transport
M nisters' Meeting currently being held in Hanoi, Vietnam
Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the agreenent and
the m ni sterial understandi ng on the devel opment of the Asean Hi ghway
network project are nowready to be signed by the 10 transport mnisters.
"Asean transport officials will then be expected to concl ude the rest of
the protocols for the Asean Framework Agreenment to ensure that the
agreenment can be operationalised next year," he said in his speech at the
Asean Transport Mnisters' Meeting in Hanoi yesterday.
"This is a gradual yet renarkabl e achi evenent i n preparing ourselves to
face a nore challenging task to fulfil the vision and the conmi t nent of
our leaders to build a unified, prosperous and peaceful Asean in the next
mllennium" he added.
On the progress of the Singapore-Kunnming Rail Link Project or the Trans-
Asi an Railway Project, Dr Ling said the feasibility study has been
concl uded and the draft final report has been received.
"The report will be circulated to all Asean nmenber countries and a
techni cal expert working group neeting will be convened i n due course to
di scuss the report.
"My sincere hope i s that the discussion can be concl uded and t he result
of the study can be tabled to the upcom ng Asean Summit as this will mark
anot her m | estone in Asean cooperation, that is the |l aying of the rail
net wor k t hroughout the region," he added.
The Trans- Asi an Railway, stretching 5,513kmof railway track between
Si ngapore, Mal aysia, Thailand, Vietnam Manmar, Canbodi a and Chi na, was
nmoot ed by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad at the Fifth Asean
Summi t in Bangkok in Decenber 1996.
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