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Terusnmaj u Padi gen proves capabl e of enhancing yield

Cheah Chor Soo
TERUSMAJU may not be a familiar name as yet to Malaysian farmers, but it
is taking the country's agricultural sector by storm

A breakt hrough product after 25 years of intense research, the
i nvigorant has proven its capabilities to enhance the quality and yield of
agricultural crops and |ivestock by an average of 15 to 25 per cent
wi t hout any side effects.

"Along with this, the crops and |livestock tend to be nore resistant to
di sease and stress factors brought about by high density farm ng nethods,
extrene weat her and soil conditi ons.

"Terusmaj u al so appears to have the ability to degrade or deactivate
resi dual pesticides, and reduces the use of chenmicals in crop and
I ivestock, nmaking themmuch safer for human consunpti on.

"I'n addition to the slightly shorter harvest cycle, the crops tend to be
nmore uniformin size with richer col ours and have a | onger shelf life,"

I nvi gorant Maj u Sdn Bhd j oi nt managi ng director Rashid Ghazali said during
an interview n Kuala Lunpur recently.

The conpany is a subsidiary of steel group, the Maju Hol di ngs G oup.

An advanced Mal aysi an patented fornul ati on, Terusnaju was devel oped by a
team of scientists and agricultural researchers based in China and
Mal aysi a through extensive | aboratory and field research.

The principal elenents of Terusnmaju are | anthanoid conpounds, with a
conmpl ex of am no acids, nitrogen and other trace el ements such as boron,
zi nc and nagnesi um

Trials on padi plants using Terusnmgju' s Padigen (al so usabl e on other
grain crops |ike wheat, barley and nmai ze) had shown a reduction in pest
i nfestations, thus enabling nmore organic type and environnentally friendly
farm ng practices.

Apart from hi gher yields, it had al so proven to increase root nmass by 50
to 100 per cent, therefore allowi ng for the absorption of nore nutrients.

"The stens are al so stronger, the | eaf blades are thicker and broader,
and overall, the padi plant is healthier and full of vigour.

"This will enable farnmers to sell nore of their harvest at prem um
prices," he said, adding that reduction in the use of fertilisers,
pesticides and anti biotics woul d al so decrease farm ng cost, thus enabling
for arise in incone.

"Above all, the invigorant is very affordable and cost-effective. For
RML50 per litre, a padi farner can easily secure an additional one tonne
of harvest per hectare which easily fetches RM00," said Rashid.

A prelimnary report by the Muda Agricul ture Devel opnent Authority in
Kedah on the use of Padigen reveal ed that padi sprayed with Terusmaju's
| ant hanoi ds are able to achieve yields of 5.5 to 7.2 tonne/hectare
conpared to yields of between 4.7 and 6.6 tonnes/hectare fromthe contro
pl ots (w t hout |anthanoids).

"I'n general, increases of nine to 18 per cent were obtained from padi
fields sprayed with | anthanoids in the first season of 1999 in the Mida
area, " added the report.

Padi gen, the first variant within Invigorant Maju's product range, was
| aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in Langkaw | ast
year.

Besi des Padi gen, there are 10 other products in the Terusnaju range
whi ch include Hortigen (for horticultural plants), Palnogen (for oi



pal ms), Rubbergen, Fruvigen (for fruit trees), Teagen (for tea trees),
Bi rdi gen (for poultry), Aquagen (for aquaculture), Tobacogen, Sugargen and
Spi ci gen.

The invigorants come in a highly concentrated |iquid solution and are
applied after dilution by means of foliar spray evenly on both sides of
the | eaves of the plants.

On the possibility of Invigorant Maj u enbarki ng on export business or
comercialises its technol ogy, he said:

"W have initiated discussion with Taiwan, Thailand and Australia as
wel | as sending sanpl es of our products abroad for trials.

"W al so have plans to set up a | ocal research and devel opnent base in
col l aboration with Universiti Putra Malaysia to further explore the
potential of our products.

"Qur ultimte aimis to cone out with a tangi bl e product before
penetrating the export market."

Currently, the conpany has two principal distributors Harrisons Tradi ng
Peni nsul ar Sdn Bhd and Heal th I npian Sdn Bhd.

For nore information, call Invigorant Maju at 03-9594790, 03-959431 or
fax 03-9594641.
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