03 OCT 1999
Abdul | ah- Poi son
TESTS SHOW NO PROOF OF ANMAR | BRAHI M S ARSENI C PO SONI NG, SAYS DPM

TAIPING Cct 3 (Bernama) -- Clinical tests, including those done
overseas, so far showno truth in the allegation that jailed forner deputy
prime mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi msuffered arsenic poi soning, Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Haji Ahnmad Badawi sai d.

Even so, the police were continuing with their investigation into the
all eged attenpt to subject Anwar to arsenic poisoning, said Abdullah, who
is al so Hone M nister.

" So far... investigations carried out using donmestic and foreign
| aboratory facilities showthat Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mhas not suffered
poi soni ng," he said when | aunching the second national convention of
listeners, viewers and readers' groups at the nunicipal square here today.

Speaking to reporters |ater, Abdullah said he had not received a ful
report fromHospital Universiti Kebangsaan Mal aysia (HUKM whi ch has been
exam ni ng Anwar for arsenic poisoning since | ast Sept 10.

Abdul | ah al so told reporters that he expected the police to conplete
their investigation in two or three days tine.

"Cbvi ously what ever the outcone of the HUKMtests will be submitted to
the court," he said.

Anwar, who is currently on trial for sodony, was admtted to HUIKMin
Kual a Lunpur on Sept 10 for exami nation after his counsel told the High
Court that Anwar was bei ng poi soned with arsenic.

Anwar's trial was postponed fromthat date until |ast Monday.

Abdul | ah said: " Upon conpletion of the test report, we'll be able to
know... we can't lie and we can't assune that the people are naive and
easily gullible and mani pul ated into believing those out to create
anxi ety."

He said the inpending general election gave rise to all sorts of
accusations, including that Anwar has been poi soned.

But such deceitful tactic as well as various other disinformation
shoul d not be adopted to turn the peopl e agai nst the governnent, he said.

" What purpose does it serve...to misinformthe people with
sensationalised lies just to shock the people and create a public
uprising,"” he said.

Abdul | ah asked was it fair to accuse the governnent and nationa
| eaders of conspiring to poison the former deputy prinme mnister.

Last Sept 10 counsel Karpal Singh told the court hearing Anwar's sodony
trial that the accused' s urine sanples tested in Australia showed that
Anwar had a high | evel or arsenic poisoning.

Karpal also clainmed in court that those in high places were behind the
poi soni ng.

Abdul | ah advi sed the people to reject information, incitenent and
actions that could underni ne public order and national security to help
sustain peace in Ml aysi a.

He said the peopl e should appreciate that nation-building efforts were
intheir interests and that the legal and judicial institutions were for
their protection.

Abdul | ah advi sed Mal aysi ans, especially the Malays, to refrain from
discrediting | eaders, which he said is " taboo in our race".

"It's okay to criticise.Leaders can take criticisns and are open to
others' views but don't degrade, like calling (prime mnister Datuk Seri)
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad a pharaoh. This is bad,"” he said.



The way they tackled the 1997 econom c crisis w thout kowtowing to
outside forces, including the International Mnetary Fund, reflected the
hard work put in by the country's | eaders to guide Mal aysia towards further
advancenent whil e preserving national sovereignty, he said.

Despite being criticised, discredited and abused fromall sides the
governnent would not let the country, that has taken it years to devel op
to crunble or |eave the people in nmisery, he said.

The governnment owed it much to the people's solid support for the
success of its neasures for econom c recovery whi ch was not disrupted by
i ndustrial action by workers or farnmers' revolt, he said.

"The political stability and the peopl e s understandi ng have inspired
t he government to be nore determ ned than ever to reactivate the
econony. The people's attitude is nost appreciated,” he said.

While it strove to build the world's tallest building -- the Petronas
Twin Towers - and the new federal adm nistrative capital in Putrajaya,
using mainly | ocal expertise, the governnent had never abandoned the poor
and the less fortunate or reduce allocations for inproving their |ot, he
added.
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