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Text book errors: Pronpt renedial action | acking

Abdul Shukor Ahmad

| REFER to Ranjit Singh Malhi's letter "Rectify inmedi ately factua
errors, half-truths in history textbooks" regardi ng our Form One and Form
Two history textbooks (NST, Jan 16).

| admire Ranjit's patience and resolve in trying to ensure that our
hi story textbooks are objective and free of factual inacurracies.

hj ective and factual accuracy are inportant components of quality or
reput abl e hi story textbooks.

Ranjit's letter pronpted me to read the Form One history textbook's
account of the downfall of the Mal acca Sul tanate.

It is definitely biased and factually inaccurate.

No nention is nade of the betrayal of the Javanese | eader of Ml acca,
Uinutiraja, the ineffective | eadership of Sultan Mahnud and his son,

Sul tan Ahrmad, and the desertion of the Javanese nercenaries who formed a
| arge part of the Malacca arnmny.

The textbook makes a great blunder by stating that sone | ndian nerchants
provided junks to the Portuguese in their attack on Mal acca. There is no
hi storical evidence at all to support this fact.

Portuguese records clearly state that sone Chinese captains agreed to
Il end their junks to the Portuguese.

They did so due to their hatred of Sultan Mahmud who had earli er
detai ned themand their nmen to help himattack Aru.

The Chi nese captai ns managed to escape when Sultan Mahnud was
preoccupied with fortifying the town of Ml acca.

What is nost di sappointing, however, is the Mnistry of Education's
apparent |ack of initiative and responsibility in rectifying the factua
errors and hal f-truths which have been brought to its attention since
January, 1997.

Wrrse still, the ninistry has not responded to Ranjit's letter of Jan
16.

For the benefit of our students, the mnistry should state publicly its
of ficial and specific stand on the factual errors and hal f-truths which
Ranjit raised in his letter.

A general reply such as "Action is being taken to ascertain the accuracy
of certain facts in the Form One and Form Two history textbooks,"” is
definitely i nadequate and out dat ed.

The present generation of educated and young Ml aysi ans demand great er
transparency, pronpt remedi al action and accountability from al
gover nnent or gani sati ons.

Is the Education Mnistry waiting for a public outcry or a ticking off
fromour action-oriented Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to
propel it into action?
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