03/ 09/ 1999

Thai community wants | SA used agai nst Chong

JITRA, Thurs. - The Ml aysi an Thai Associ ati on has urged the Governnent to
use the Internal Security Act against a Pas-sponsored speaker Chong Thi an
Teik for raising i ssues that can jeopardi se racial harnony.

"Peopl e like him(Chong) should be subjected to | SA action because his
acts can destroy the nultiracial society who live in mutual respect,” its
president Senator Charern Intachat said today.

Speaki ng at a news conference at the Kubang Pasu Umo office, Charern
sl amred Pas for using people |ike Chong to speak at its ceranmah.

Present at the Press conference was Tan Sri Osman Aroff, the Prine
M nister's personal representative for the Kubang Pasu parlianmentary
constituency.

At a Pas ceramah in Jejawi, Perlis, |ast week, Chong was reported to
have insulted Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and urged the
Mal ays to support Pas because Umo was al |l egedly un-1Islamc.

Chong, a Thai -speaki ng Chinese fromJejawi, also clainmed that he was
representing the Thai conmunity in the country.

Charern said the Thai community had asked himto clarify that Chong was
not speaki ng on behal f of them

The 60, 000-strong Thai community in the country had been firmy
supporting the Bari san Nasi onal since Merdeka and their stand had not
changed, Charern said.

"I'n ny neeting with the Thai community fromthroughout the country
recently, they reaffirmed support for the BN "
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