10/ 10/ 1999
The bl ack river of Sepang identified (HL)

Est her Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - What will happen to the dead Sungai Sepang and
several other rivers in the Sel angor/Negri Senbilan border now that they
have received attention fromthe highest authority - the Prime Mnister
hi nsel f?

WIl they also enjoy the benefit of better treatnent |ike nmany ot her
exanpl es of environnental degradation spotted by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad?

DCE director-general Rosnani |barahimhas identified the river and
several others in the vicinity of both the KLIA and the Sultan Abdul Aziz
Shah Airport as being badly poll uted.

This followed the Prinme Mnister's comment at |ast week's Cabinet
nmeeting that he had spotted a "blackish" river during his flight from
Zi nhabwe to the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport.

The fact that Sungai Sepang is one of the npbst polluted is not new.

The river has been repeatedly identified as being one of the nost
pol luted due to wastes frompig farns.

But efforts thus far to inprove the condition of the river have not
succeeded.

Last April 20, Selangor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Qmar had
said that the State Governnent's efforts to clean up the river, anong
ot hers, was not going well.

He had conceded that strategies to develop the industrial sector had had
a negative inpact on the environnent.

Abu Hassan said polluters were still danmaging the river despite various
enforcenent efforts.

On Oct 21 last year, Science, Technol ogy and Environnment M nister Datuk
Law Hieng Ding had identified the Sungai Sepang as one of the 18 nost
polluted rivers in the country.

The DCE has been quick to respond to the Prine Mnister each tine he
hi ghl i ghted i nci dents of environnmental degradation

Dr Mahathir's conment on environmental degradation at the site of the
Ukay/ Per dana housing project site in Hulu Klang in 1997 had resulted in
t he devel oper, Projek |katan Rapi Sdn Bhd, being fined RWV20, 000 by the
Sessions Court for breaching a condition attached to its Environnental
| npact Assessnent.

The conpany was al so all owed a di scharge not anmounting to an acquitta
on two other charges related to felling of trees and treatnent of sl opes.

The Prinme Mnister had earlier seen the barren project site froma
hel i copter.

Rosnani said the rivers were polluted, anbng others, with organic waste
fromlivestock farm ng and donesti c sewage.

She said the departnent was able to zero in on the rivers based on data
it had been compiling fromregular nonitoring.

"W have investigated the conplaint fromthe Prime Mnister and have
conpiled a report for further action," she said.

Rosnani said Law woul d submit the report to the Cabinet.

Law had said that the river could be sonewhere around the KLI A area,
bet ween the Negri Senbil an and Sel angor border

He had then directed the DOE to investigate the matter

In the DOE's 1997 annual report, there were three polluted rivers in
Sel angor and one in Negri Senbil an.



The rivers were Sungai Bul oh, Sungai Kel ang and Sungai Sepang in
Sel angor and Sungai Ji mah/ Lukut Besar in Negri Senbil an.

These rivers were |oaded with pollutants fromlivestock farm ng
domestic waste, industries as well as agricultural and | and-clearing
activities.

As for Sungai Sepang and Sungai Ji mah/Lukut Besar, the nmain poll utant
was ammoni acal nitrogen from sewage due to the presence of pig farns in
t hese areas.

Sl udge from sewage not only gives off a foul snmell but al so makes rivers
appear bl ack.

Sungai Jimah fl ows through the Bukit Pel andok area which was hit by the
viral encephalitis epidemnc.

As for Sungai Sepang, pig-rearing still exists in some nearby areas.

Prior to the construction of the KLIA pig farns used to exist about a
stone's throw fromthe airport site.
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