31 DEC 1999
Cuepacs- Chi cken
THE BOYCOTT OF CHI CKEN NOT DONE | N HASTE

KUALA LUVPUR, Dec 31 (Bernama) -- Ceupacs today wel coned the
governnent's nove to reviewthe ceiling price of RVb per kil ograme for
chi cken after the Chinese New Year in February.

Cuepacs president N Siva Subramani am said the ceiling price for
chi cken shoul d be RVb. 40 per kil ogranme and he believed the probl emwould
be discussed jointly with the parties concerned.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi, after chairing
a neeting of the Cabinet Conmittee on Essential |tens yesterday, said the
new ceiling price could be higher or |ower than RVM6 per kil ograme,
dependi ng on the situation

On the advice by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad that the
boycott of chicken | aunched by Cuepacs together with three other
organi sati ons begi nning Dec 23 was rat her hasty and could affect snal
chi cken traders, Subramani amsaid the nove was not ai ned at causi ng
hardship on the snmall traders.

"We want profits to go to the small traders. Wat we don't want is for
one or two people to dom nate the chicken market," he said.

"Wt don't agree that the price of chicken should vary fromplace to
pl ace. There are traders who sell at RMb. 20 per kil ogramme but there are
al so traders such as the ones in Taiping who sold at RVb. 80 per kil ograme
t oday, " he said.

Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) president Senator Zainal Ranpak
said the boycott was not a hasty act as the congress had taken into
consideration the effects it had on the small traders.

"Qur study found that if dressed chicken was sold at RWVb. 40 per
kil ogrammre, traders in the market would gain a fair profit of 70 sen per
kil ogramme or RML. 50 per chicken," he said.

He said the boycott would not affect the incone of small traders
because it would only be inplemented if the price of dressed chicken
exceeded RMb. 40 per kil ogramme.

O her than the MIUC and Cuepacs, the Federation of Ml aysi an Consuners
Associ ati on (FOMCA) and the Ml aysi an Youth Council (MYC) are al so joining
t he boycott.

He said the MIUC al so received many calls fromrestaurant and food
stall operators who urged that the boycott be continued.

"The operators say that they have to increase the price of food if the
price of chicken exceeds RWVb. 40 per kil ograme, " he said.

He said the increase in food prices would be a burden on the | ower
i ncome groups who were the main custoners of restaurant and food stalls.

The increase in the price of chicken would not benefit the snal
traders but rather the m ddl emen who bought the chicken cheaply fromfarns
and sold themat a higher price to the snmall traders, he said.

Zainal said the MTUC would hold a neeting with Donestic Trade and
Consuner Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Miuhyiddin Yassin on Tuesday to discuss in
greater detail the escalating prices of essential goods in the narket.

Meanwhi l e i n PULAU Pl NANG, the Consuners Associ ation of Penang (CAP)
urged the governnent to allow nore inports of chicken to curb prices during
the festive season

Its president SSM Mhd Idris said the nove woul d ensure that the price
of chicken was not raised indiscrimnately as there would be anple supply
of the bird.
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