09 JAN 1999
Mahat hi r - Abdul | ah
THE DPM NORVALLY BECOMES PM  SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 9 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that in line with normal practice, Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahrmad Badawi, who was appoi nted deputy prine mnister yesterday, wll
becone the prime mnister to succeed him

Dr Mahat hir, who was asked whet her Abdullah will become his successor
said: "According to nornmal practice, that is the case.”

"Normal Iy, the deputy becomes ny successor but | had three who didn't
becone (my successor).

"Nowadays, it's difficult to say...l'mscared to say, but nornally,
yes," he told reporters after a visit to the Inmgration Departnent
headquarters, here.

Abdul I ah, who was foreign mnister, was anpong those involved in a
Cabi net reshuffl e announced by Dr Mahathir yesterday. He has al so been
appoi nt ed home m ni ster.

Dr Mahathir said that he had taken into account Umo's unifying factor
when appoi nting Abdul |l ah as the deputy prime mnister.

Asked why he was not hol ding any portfolio, the first tinme being so
since he becane prinme mnister, Dr Mahathir said that it was to reduce his
burden and to give himtime to concentrate on his duties as prinme mnister
whi ch were becomi ng nore tinme consum ng during the current economc crisis.

He said that previously, sonme of his duties including nmaki ng contacts
and visiting the various states were carried out by his deputy.

"I have not visited the states for quite sonme tinme...it is good to
visit the states and neet party nmenbers and the people," he said.

The prime mnister said that he woul d conduct visits to the states to
explain to the people the current political situation in the country.

"I al ready nmade one round before this to explain the econonic crisis.
Soon after, a political crisis erupted but I did not have tinme (to nake
visits) and the opportunity to make an explanation,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that he would commence his visits to the various
states after the Hari Raya

"Patry nenbers appear to be confused over the current political
situation,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is home mnister, earlier attended a gathering of the
departnment's staff.

Al so present were Deputy Hone M ni ster Datuk Mhaned Taj ol Rosl
Ghazali and Immgration Director-CGeneral Datuk Aseh Che Mat.

At the function, he received the departnment's work programe for this
year.

He | ater toured the departnent's Federal Territory branch and presented
t he 250, 000t h copy of the machi ne readabl e passport (MRP) to an applicant.

The MRP, which bears an identity chip of the passport hol der, was
| aunched by Dr Mahathir in March | ast year.

The prinme mnister also |launched the expatriate identity card and the
departnent's "Serve Wth a Snmile" canpaign.
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